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Iraq’s foreign policy to be modified 

BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi mhuslcr stressed that his country would 
jjWde by an independent foreign policy which be said would change in 
kannony with the current international situation. Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Mohammad Sa'eed A1 Sahaf did not spell out how Iraq's 
foreign policy would change in remarks to a parliamentary Arab and 
international relations committee on Saturday, the Iraqi News Agency 
re Port®d. "In view of the current world situation, Iraq's foreign policy will 
undergo some changes on die (eve! of international and economic 
relations and die national, pan-Arab and regional security,' 1 the agency 
quoted Mr. Sahaf as Hying. Mr. Sahaf has just returned from an Arab 
League ministerial session in Cairo, the first visit to the Egyptian capital 
by an Iraqi cabinet member since the Gulf war broke out over Iraq's 
occupation of Kuwait last August 2. He told the Cairo meeting that bis 
participation was meant to “heal the wound. .. and unite the Arab front." 
a reference to the split in Arab ranks over the Gulf conflict. 
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Saleh lauds Jordan- Yemen ties 

AMMAN (Petra) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh Sunday voiced 
appreciation 10 His Majesty King Hussein and the Jordanian people and 
praised relations between the Yemeni and Jordanian peoples. In a 
statement to the Arabic service of Radio Jordan. President Saleh said the 
Republic of Yemen “has embarked on a pan-Arab move in a bid to 
reconcile Arabs, build Arab solidarity and heal inter-Arab rifts caused by 
the Gulf crisis." President Saleh expressed hope that Arabs open a new 
chapter in inter-Arab dealings and put an end to the current division, 
“which serves nobody except enemies of the Arab Nation." Answering a 
question about the referendum on the unity's constitution which look 
place in Yemen recently (see page 2) he said he hoped results would be 
positive despite the crisis which the region has been through. President 
Saleh said Yemeni unity has yielded great results in terms of development 
and the reunion of the one Yemeni family and has unified the capacities of 
tbe two parts of Yemen. He noted that the declaration of unity between 
the two parts of Yemen on May 22 last year is an achievement for both the 
Arab and Muslim nations as well as the Yemeni people. 
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Holiday announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — All minis- 
tries, government departments 
and public institutions will be 
dosed Saturday, May 25, in 
observance of Independence 
Day. 

Portuguese foreign 
minister due today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Portuguese 
Foreign Minister Joao de Deus 
Pinherro is due to arrive in Am- 
man Monday on a two-day visit to 
Jordan during which he will meet 
senior Jor danian officials. Mr. 
Pinhdro will meet Foreign Minis- 
ter Taher A1 Masri for talks on 
bilateral relations, die situation in 
• the region and Arab-European 
relations. 

Palestinian leaders 
" support Nathan 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinian leaders from 
the occupied territories went to 
Tel Aviv Sunday to support peace 
crusader Abie Nathan on the 
22nd day of his hunger strike. Mr. 
Nathan, 64, launched his hunger 
strike to protest a 1966 law which 
forbids contacts with groups that 
Israel considers "terrorist,” in- 
chiding the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). Ten Palesti- 
nian activists, including Faisal 
Hossehri and Sari Nnsseibah, vi- 
sited Mr. Nathan at tbe Tel Aviv 
hotel where be has spent the 
hunger strike. "They came to 
show me support and asked me to 
stop tbe strike because they 
needed me,” Mr. Nathan said in 
a telephone interview. "They told 
me that Palestinians abroad and 
in Israel all support me.” 

Jewish youths stab 
young Arabs 

■" TEL AVIV (R) — Jewish youths 
stabbed two Israeli Arabs after an 
argument over politics in a Haifa 
discotheque overnight, Israel 
Radio said Sunday. One Arab 
youth was moderately wounded 
and the other was lightly injured. 

Exiled ex-president 
returns to Chad 

N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad’s ex- 
iled former President Goukouni 
Oueddei has returned to an offi- 
cial welcome in the Central Afri- 
can country after a coup last year 
which toppled his enemy Hrssene 
Habre. Mjr. Goukouni arrived in 
the capital N’djaxneaa late Satur- 
day after nine years in Libya. He 
was met by government officials 
including Interior Minister Mal- 
domn Abbas and Foreign Minis- 
ter Ahmad Soungni. Mr. 
Goukouni fled Chad in 1982 
when Mr. Habre seized power 
after a prolonged dvil war. Mr. 
Habre was in turn ousted last 
December by Chad’s current 
leader Idriss Deby. 

Egypt has withdrawn 
2,500 troops from 
Gulf 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt has pul- 
led oat 2,500 soldiers from the 
Gulf since President Hosni 
Mubarak decided to withdraw his 
forces from tbe area last month, 
military sources said Sunday- Mr. 
Mubarak announced on May 8 
that be has started withdrawing 
his troops from Sandi Arabia and 
Kuwait. Hie said they will all be 
home by August. Egypt seat 
36,000 troops to Saudi Arabia 
and 2,500 to the United Arab 
Emirates after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait on Aug- 2. They partici- 
pated in tbe U.S.-led multina- 
tional force which fought Iraqi 
troops. Tbs Egyptian troops were 
supposed to stay there and form 
alo ng with Syria’s 19,000 forces, 
that nign participated in the anti- 
Iraq coalition, the core-of a re- ■ 
gjonal Arab security force. 

Sudan's junta ready 
for talks with rebels 

CAIRO (R) — Sudan’s mUitaiy 
government is prepared to ro- 
mme stalled peace talks with 

rebels at any time t0 ““ “ 
eight-year war in the south of the 
country, a, member of Khar- 
toum’s rating j*mta said mre- 
mute published Sunday. Cokmd 
Mohammad A! Amifl Khahfa 

the government was ready to 
to the rebel Sudan People s 

station Army (SPLA) “y; 

!, anywhere and with no 
xmffitions. 


PLO, Arab states may 
meet soon on peace 
strategy — Kaddoumi 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Leaders of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation and Arab states directly 
involved in the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict may meet soon to discuss 
strategy, a PLO official said Sun- 
day. 

Farouk Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO's foreign affairs deparmenr. 
told reporters that most of the 
Arab countries “have shown con- 
siderable positive response to tbe 
idea." 

He did not specify a date for a 
meeting nor say where it would 
be held. 

‘This question was discussed 
during the Arab League's 95th 
session held in Cairo and the 
response to the suggestion for 
such a meeting on the part of tbe 
concerned Arab parties was 
favourable.” said Mr. Kaddoumi, 
who arrived here Saturday even- 
ing. 

Mr. Kaddoumi also said that 
Paiestinian-Syrian relations were 
improving gradually. He revealed 
that a meeting had recently taken 
place between himself and the 
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 
A1 Sbaraa. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, in statements 
following meetings here with 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
and Foreign Minister Taber A1 
Masri, said he planned to have 


another meeting with the Syrian 
minister to discuss matters of 
mutual concern. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that Mr. Kaddoumi re- 
viewed with Mr. Badran the 
latest developments in the 
ongoing efforts to achieve a 
peaceful settlement or the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and the Palestine 
problem. 

Petra said that the two sides 
emphasised the need to pursue 
coordination vis-a-vis these 
efforts, “which must focus on tbe 
implementation of international 
legitimacy and U.N. Security 
CottneO resolution 242 and 338. 

Mr. Kaddoumi stressed tbe 
need for dose coordination and 
cooperation between tbe PLO 
and Jordan on the one band and 
among all Arab confrontation 
states on tbe other. 

He said that the PLO hopes to 
maintain such close coordination, 
specially with Jordan, Egypt and 
Syria. He did not rule out the 
possibility of a visit to Jordan 
soon by Palestine President Yas- 
ser Arafat. 

Asked on the PLO’s stand vis- 
a-vis the various peace efforts, 
Mr. Kaddoumi said that the PLO 
“takes active part in these efforts 
because the Palestine question is 
the central^jssue in. die Arab- 


lsraeli conflict and the PLO is a 
main partner.” 

On the Palestinian representa- 
tion at the coming peace confer- 
ence he said that "there must first 
be agreement on rhe principles 
and one should not give side and 
procedural issues a great deal of 
importance because Israel wants 
the Arabs to be embroiled in such 
side problems and forget about 
tbe important issue." 

“What is important,” he 
added, “is a full Israeli withdraw- 
al from the occupied Arab lands 
of Palestine, a halt of settlement 
building and the removal of 
Israeli settlements.” 

Asked whether he believed the 
area was about to witness a 
genuine peace process, following 
U.S. Secretary of State Mr. 
James Baker's four tours, Mr. 
Kaddoumi said that tbe United 
States was exerting efforts in this 
regard. “We do not want to judge 
these efforts now, but we can 
only watch with great concern 
and alertness the various de- 
velopments since Israel’s intransi- 
gence is clear to all,” he said. 

Referring to the European 
stand, Mr. Kaddoumi said that it 
was clear that tbe European na- 
tions “adhere to their role of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Symbolic U.N, contingent 1 
to set up presence in Dohuk 


DOHUK, Iraq (Agencies) — 
Tbe United Nations Sunday was 
sending a symbolic contingent of 
U.N. staff to the Iraqi provincial 
capital of Dohuk in an attempt to 
show thousands of Kurdish re- 
fugees it was safe to return. 

Iraq has opened a road into 
Dohuk, apparently expecting 
Kurdish refugees to return soon 
to tbe dty which is outside the 
security zone controlled by the 
United States and its allies. 

An estimated 200,000 Kurds 
are waiting in the mountains of 
Turkey or in an overflowing re- 
fugee camp in altied-controfled 
northern Iraq to go back to 
Dohuk when they are convinced 
that it is safe to do so. 

Kurdish guerrilla leaders have 
reached agreement In principle in 
Baghdad on a peace deal in which 
the government would promise to 
establish democracy throughout 
Iraq. 

The main point still at issue is 
the size of an autonomous Kur- 


dish region in tbe north, Kurdish 
leader Massoud Barzani told re- 
porters in Baghdad Saturday. 

A drive along a road leading 
into Dohuk from the east on 
Saturday showed that Iraq had 
removed check points into the 
dty, which was rebel headquar- 
ters during the post-Gutf war 
Kurdish rebellion. 

In the dty’s market place, 
Kurds checking tbe place out on 
daytime visits were not im- 


"Wg will all go back to tbe 
mountains if the Americans do 
not come,” said Ahmad Yousef, 
36, as other Kordish men around 
him nodded their assent. 

Mr. Yousef returned to Dohuk 
on Saturday. 

“My home is here and my 
family is here — that’s why I 
came back,” he said. 

Asked if he felt secure after 
Iraq withdrew most of its troops 
from the -dty, Mr. Yousef re- 
plied: “A little bit.” 


U.S. soldiers at a checkpoint 
one kilometre from Dohuk said 
3,500 people had travelled to the 
dty between Monday night and 
Sunday afternoon. 

They said 4,000 bad left during 
that time. 

"Everyone who took part in 
the rebellion goes back to the 
mountains at night,” one Dohuk 
resident said. 

Many of the Knrdish men in 
Dohuk market said families still 
in the mountains had sent one 
member to tbe city to check on 
property and whether it was safe 
to go home. 

In the city’s former hospital, 
now a derelict buildiqg, the head 
of a small office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), waited for 
10 U.N. security men to arrive. 

“The idea is to show an inter- 
national presence," said Sudang 
Kaentrakool, a Thai. "The fun- 
damental reason is to have a 
secure atmosphere.” 


Iraqi minister accuses U.S., 
allies of sanctions blackmail 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A senior 
Iraqi official on. Sunday accused 
the United States and its allies of 
blackmailing his country with 
economic sanctions that are hurt- 
ing millions of Iraqi civilians. 

■ Abdul Razzafc AI Hashemi, 
Iraq’s minister for higher educa- . 
turn and ambassador to France 
during tbe Gulf war, said U.S. 
and British threats to veto 
attempts to Kft sanctions against 
Iraq violated international law. 

“The way Western govern- 
ments are treating Iraq and the 
Iraqi people is not accepted by 
the Iraqi people, is not justified 
by international law, is sot justi- 
fied in accordance with the Un- 
ited Nations charter,” said Mr. 
Hashemi. 

The sanctions were imposed by 
the U-N. Security Council on 
Aug. 6, four days after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait. 

Iraq recently asked the United 
Nations to ease tbe sanctions and 
allow it to sell oil to buy food and 
other necessities for its 18 mffHori 
people. 

U.S. President George Bosh 
and British Prime Minister John 
Major have both said the sanc- 
tions should stay in place as long 
as Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein remains in power. 

In a sometimes heated inter- 


view with Western journalists, 
Mr. Hashemi said statements by 
Mr. Bush and Mr. Major linking 
sanctions to' President Saddam’s 
rule constituted “blackmail 
against a whole nation.” 

Mr. Hashemi asked what right 
.Western powers had to dictate 
who should be tbe leader of Iraq 
and said attempts to force Presi- 
dent Saddam from power would 
backfire. 

“When you give an Iraqi tbe 
choice between surrendering or 
giving up or fighting and suffer- 
ing, the Iraqi will never surrender 
or give up, he will continue fight- 
ing,” Mr. Hashemi said. 

“Iraq is not a little country you 
can scratch out of the map,” be 
said. “It’s a matter of dignity for a 
nation.” 

Mr. Hashemi said Iraq could 
survive tbe sanctions and said 
foreign governments and com- 
panies had already approached 
Iraq about buying its oil. despite 
the international ban. He de- 
clined to name them. 

Mr. Hashemi also confirmed in 
the interview that Iraq opposed 
any international guarantees for 
•the agreement currently being 
worked out with Kurdish rebels 


for democracy in Iraq and region- 
al autonomy for the Kurds. 

“It is an Iraqi internal matter,” 
he said. 

Massoud Barzani, the Kurdish 
rebel leader who has been con- 
ducting* the negotiations, said 
Saturday that he and government 
representatives have reached a 
broad agreement in principle for 
multiparty democracy and auton- 
omy for Iraq's 3.5 million Kurds. 

But he indicated the Kurds had 
dropped their oft-stated demand 
for an international guarantee of 
the pact. 

A Kurdish rebel leader, who 
fl slmri not to be named, said 
Sunday that Kurdish negotiators 
dropped their insistence on a 
U.N. guarantee because the Iraqi 
government refused the idea. 

Mr. Hashemi accused the Un- 
ited States, Britain and France of 
using the Kurdish issue as a poli- 
tical weapon to maintain econo- 
mic sanctions. 

“It’s very clear the Kurdish 
problem is being used for political 
purposes against Iraq,” he said. 
“So human suffering is being 
used for political purposes against 
Iraq by the United States, Eng- 
land and France.” 



KING MEETS IRANIAN MP: His Majesty by Lower House Speaker Abdul Latif Arabtyat (see 
King Hussein Sunday confers with Iranian Parlia- page 3) 

m#nt member Ahmad Uzezzi in a meeting *»n*pd*d Petra photo 


Assad: No escape from U.N. 
resolutions for Mideast peace 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
President Hafez Al Assad Sunday 
accused Israel of blocking Arab- 
Israeli peace efforts and urged 
international pressure to make it 
accept a land-for-peace solution. 

“There is no escape from im- 
plementing the U.N. resolutions 
and respecting international legi- 
timacy,’' Mr. Assad said, reffer- 
ring to measures calling for Israel 
to exchange occupied Arab terri- 
tories for peace. 

He made the comments after 
two hours of talks with visiting 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, who left for Libya, the end of 
a five-nation tour. 

The two leaders discussed the 
efforts of U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, who toured the 
region last week to try to arrange 
an Arab-Israeli peace confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Baker visited both Syria 
and Egypt during that swing 
through the region. 

Asked if there was hope for 
peace, Mr. Assad said: 

“If there was no hope we 
would not have conducted these 
talks." 

“The world is now talking ab- 


out a new world order. This 
world is the world of the interna- 
tional legitimacy. This world is 
committed to this legitimacy and 
it is able to impose its legitimacy 
on any country which stands 
against this legitimacy,” Mr. 
Assad said. 

"Failure to implement U.N. 
resolutions constitutes a disobedi- 
ence against the international 
legitimacy and the world should 
confront this disobedience with... 
appropriate measures,” he 
added. 

“Our world is capable of dictat- 
ing legitimacy upon any nation 
which violates international legi- 
timacy,” he warned. 

“The non-implementation of 
the U.N. resolutions is a rebellion 
against international legitimacy 
and the world has to face this 
rebellion as fits,” Mr. Assad said. 

“They (Israel) put hunderds of 
noes towards the peace process. 
They say no to tbe return of lands 
to their owners. No to the U.N., 
no to the European participation 
in foe peace conference, no to the 
Palestinian rights and other noes 
which tbe world became aware 
of,” Mr. Assad said. 


Mr. Assad and Mr. Mubarak 
were key allies in the U.S.-led 
anti-Iraq alliance which under 
U.N. mandate fought Iraq in the 
Golf war. 

His Majesty King Hussein vi- 
sited Damascus on Saturday and 
said after meeting Mr. Assad that 
coordination was continuing to 
reach a compatible Arab position 
on U.S. and Soviet peace initia- 
tives. 

Mr. Assad said the visits of tbe 
King and Mr. Mubarak were not 
finked. 

Syria demands a major role for 
the United Nations at an open- 
ended conference which should 
focus on the exchange of land for 
peace. Israel wants a onoe-only 
gathering without decision- 
making powers and without U.N. 
participation. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
left tbe Middle East last Thursday 
after he and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh visited the region to whip up 
support for an Arab-Israeli peace 
conference. 

Mr. Baker said there were 
(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians urge U.N. 
to stop Israeli expulsions 


KSARA, Lebanon (R) — 
Palestinian groups m Lebanon 
urged the United Nations on Sun- 
day to stop Israel exiling Palesti- 
nians from foe occupied territor- 
ies. 

“These racist measures require 
you to impose respect for interna- 
tional law on the Zionist enemy,” 
said a statement by all factions of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

It asked the world body to 
implement all U.N. resolutions 
regarding foe Israeli occupation 
of Palestinian land with foe same 
force it exerted to resolve the 
Gulf crisis. 

Israel Saturday expelled to 
Lebanon four Palestinians ac- 
cused of inciting Arab unrest in 
the Gaza Strip. 


The four were Jamal Yassin 
Hassan Abu Habel, Muin 
Mohammad Maslan, Hisham 
Mohammad Ali Dahlan, and 
Jamal Abed Rabu Mohammad 
Abu Jadyan. 

The expulsion raised to 66 foe 
□umber of Palestinians expelled 
to Lebanon during foe 41-montb- 
long uprising. 

'Hie expulsions have been con- 
demned worldwide as a violation 
of international conventions. 

The PLO statement said Satur- 
dy’s expulsions was a sample of 
Israel's “oppressive, torturous 
and tyrannic acts aimed at 
emptying Israeli-occupied lands 
of tbe Palestinian people.” 

“This policy underlines Israel’s 
hatred of the Palestinian people 
and its indifference to interna- 


tional conventions and resolu- 
tions," the statement added. 

Security sources said the 
Lebanese army handed foe four 
Palestinians to the Internationa) 
Committee of the Red Cross on 
Sunday in foe village of Ksara, 45 
kilometres east of Beirut. 

They said the four held a sit-in 
at the ICRC offices in Ksara to 
protest against their expulsions. 

One of them, Mr. Maslan, said 
recent efforts by Washington to 
end the Arab-Israeli conflict were 
“a waste of time” because Israel 
was still pursuing arbitrary poli- 
cies. 

Mr. Dahlan, an employee of 
UNRWA, the U.N. agency that 
cares for Palestinian refugees, 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Lebanese army on alert after 
Israeli raid *amid fresh fears 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
army, reasserting its presence and 
power following 16 years of dvil 
war, went on high alert in South 
Lebanon on Sunday after Israeli 
warplanes attacked a guerrilla 
base in the area. 

The Defence Ministry said 
Saturday’s Israeli air strike was 
aimed at “hampering the march 
of peace” in Lebanon. 

Israeli fighter jets raided a base 
Of the Antal militia in South 
Lebanon, killing an Antal official 
and two visiting Palestinians. 
Security sources said eight people 
were wounded in the attack. Re- 
ports said a journalist was also 
killed. 

Most guerrilla groups in Leba- 
non, responding to the national 
reconciliation government's call 
to disarm, have moved their guns 
from Beirut to South Lebanon 
near Israel's border. 

The move has heightened fears 
of increased Israeli strikes against 


Palestinian and Lebanese militia 
bases. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation told the Lebanese gov- 
ernment at a meeting in Cairo 
Thursday its guerrillas would not 
give up their arms but would help 
the Lebanese government extend 
its sovereignty. 

The meeting between the 
PLO's foreign affairs chief 
Farouk Kaddoumi and Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Paris Bouez was 
the first official face-to-face con- 
tact by the two sides for nine 
years. 

PLO factions have refused to 
disarm, saying they needed 
weapons to protect refugee 
camps from Israeli attack. 

Mr. Bouez said the Lebanese 
army would guarantee the camps' 
security. 

“We believe that the Palesti- 
nian refugee camps will be more 
secure under foe legitimate au- 
thority rather than under illegal 


and unchecked weapons.” 

“The current (Palestinian) 

weapons in the camps could not 
protect the camps from Israeli 
attacks or face its developed and 
superior airforce,” Mr. Bouez 
added. 

Mr. Bouez said of his meeting 
with Mr. Kaddoumi: 

“The Palestinians told us of 
foeir readiness not to be a hindr- 
ance or an obstacle to the 
Lebanese state extending its au- 
thority across all tbe countiy...” 
“We want to believe this and 
we want to see an actual imple- 
mentation of this...,” Mr. Bouez 
said in remarks published in 
Beirut's newspapers Sunday. 

Wait'd Abu Al Oyaun, an offi- 
cial of foe Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
group, accused Israel of massing 
2,500 troops backed by tanks and 
other armour at three main points 
m Israel's self-declared “security 
zone” in South Lebanon. 


Kuwait 

starts 

summary 

trials 

KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) — 
Kuwait's martial law courts began 
trials of accused Iraqi collabor- 
ators on Sunday and meted out 
jail terms to six defendants, in- 
cluding an Iraqi man sentenced 
for 15 years for wearing a Saddam 
Hussein T-shirt. 

Defence attorneys, many of 
them appointed on tbe spot, com- 
plained that foe process was un- 
fair because much of foe evidence 
against foe defendants was not 
made public. They also charged 
that confessions had been ex- 
tracted under torture. 

“In my 10 years as a lawyer, I 
have never heard on ghost wit- 
nesses,” said attorney Najeeb Al 
Wuqayan. in one exchange with 
the three civilian and two military 
judges of the martial law court. 

“You say you have witnesses 
then let's call them and let’s 
examine them,” said Mr. Wu- 
qayan, who was trained in crimin- 
al law at the University of San 
Diego. 

The first of the more serious 
cases that could result in the 
death penalty is not scheduled to 
start until Tuesday. Then 23 jour- 
nalists accused of working on tbe 
newspaper Al Nida, published m 
Kuwait during the occupation, go 
on (rial. 

Lawyers said more than 300 
people, mostly foreigners, will be 
brought to court in the Palace of 
Justice. 

Kuwaitis and other observers 
have viewed the trials as a means 
for Kuwait to clear its human 
rights reputation, blackened by 
repeated charges of torture of 
suspected collaborators in cus- 
tody. 

Presiding Judge Mohammad 
Ben Naji defended the trials in 
his opening remarks, saying: 
"This court beaded by non- 
partisan and fully independent 
judges is the fundamental guaran- 
tee for fair trials." 

The defendants were kept in a 
metal cage on one side of the 
courtroom. 

In addition to foe five Iraqis 
and one Jordanian convicted on 
Sunday, three Palestinians and an 
Egyptian were acquitted and the 
cases of 12 others postponed. 

One case postponed was that of 
an Iraqi woman, Jasmiyya 
Mohammad Salman, accused of 
denouncing a Kuwaiti resistance 
member living in her building. 

Ten of the defendants did not 
appear. Defence lawyers said 
some out on bail evidently were, 
afraid to come. One defendant 
said two others accused with him 
were still in the hospital being 
treated for torture wounds. 

Tbe judges read the charges 
and listened to the responses of 
the defendants for little over an 
boor before retiring for nearly 
three hours to deliver their ver- 
dicts. The charges were rarely 
specific beyond helping tbe Ira- 
qis. 

Those convicted will be de- 
ported after jail. 

Under martial law declared af- 
ter Kuwait’s Feb. 26 liberation, 
there is no higher court of appeal. 
But Crown Prince Saad Abdullah 
Al Sabah, the martial law gov- 
ernor, must review ah sentences. 

The trials attracted little public 
interest. Tbe only people who 
showed up in foe courtroom were 
two women whose sons were 
arrested in the early days of 
b be ration and have not been seen 
or heard from since. 

Tbe Iraqi sentenced for wear- 
ing a T-shirt with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's image was 
Adnan Abdn Hassan Ali. No 
other charges were made pnbtic 
against him. 

He told foe tribunal the shirt 
was given to him by the Iraqi 
school be attended before the 
invasion and that be only wore it 
around the house. 

“Wearing a T-shirt cannot be 
considered collaboration,” attor- 
ney Wuqayan told the judges. 

He complained that a sentence 
of 15 years was too severe for 
such a simple crime and said the 
case undencored tbe amount of 
evidence and charges foe judges 
were keeping to themselves. 

Iraqi brothers Thia and Abbas 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Opponents of Y emem Som< 

, . „ to ho] 

charter press for electi 
early general election years 


‘Somalialand’ 
to hold 
elections in 2 


Ethiopian rebels 
advance on capital 


SANAA (R) — Opponents of split between officials from the 
united Yemen's new constitution, traditionalist North and formerly 
sensing defeat in a widely boycot- socialist South, agreed the coa- 
ted referendum on the charter, solution would be put to a popu- 
called Sunday for early general lar vote a year later, 
elections. Elections would be held after a 

Leaders of a political coalition 30-month tr ans ition period and 
backed both by Muslim fun- the constitution could be 
damentalists and liberal intellec- amended under the new govern- 
tuais said they believed the re- merit. 

amo™«d. did not represent the fear 

v kws of mo st Yemems. Uie possible imposition of sodal- 

ttpl^ats preicted « ™ i« S and erosion of Islamic 
cent Yes vote for the consbtu- c h ■ law 

tion. Hmy said they were not Opposition leader Sheikh 
aware of any vore-nggtng AbdSJiah Hussein AJ Ahmar. 

No figrnes onthetum^tm *e ^ powerful northern 

^d but ^ffidSb and 5pS: H«hid tribal confederation, smd 

III Muslim derics from the North. 

Most of Yemen's 11. bullion ^^^mai^btection 
pe^le are under 18 yeartold. the constitution saying 

Ifthe government ms.sted on |d be the ,. mahl S 

badnng he resnte, the coahtion ^ ^ ^ „ so|e „ of . 

of 14 political parties would call . 
for Yemen's first general elec- 
tions to be held immediately ‘The major concern of Yemen 
rather than in 1993. its leaders now is the Islamic faith. People 
told Reuters. are worried,” said Mr. Ahmar, a 

“We have agreed to tell the member of Yemen's five-man 
government that we believe all presidential council who diplo- 
they have done was illegal,” said mats say commands widespread 
Abdul Rahman AJ Jrfri, a south- support among northern tribes, 
emer who heads the second- “Eventually the results of the 
biggest opposition group, the referendum will be "yes’ because 
League of Sons of Yemen. “If the government has dominated 
they insist on standing by the the issue and is directly responsi- 
results ... the transition period ble for sorting the votes. But 
should be ended and elections those who boycotted it are the 
should start now instead of in majority ... it (the referendum) 
1993." was a political joke.” 

The legislative bodies of the About 25,000 demonstrators, 
former North Yemen and South mainly bearded men from Islamic 
Yemen endorsed the 128-article groups, marched through the 
constitution — drawn up during capital’s main streets last Sunday 
merger talks in the 1970s — after to protest against the referen- 
the two states merged last May, dum. The march was organised 
ending 300 years of separation. by the opposition coalition at the 
The unity government, evenly urging of Muslim derics. 


NAIROBI (R) — Ethiopian re- 
bels said Sunday they had adv- 
anced to within 90 kilometres of 
the capital Addis Ababa in a 
fresh offensive ahead of peace 
talks later this month. 

“We have retaken the town of 
Ambo and advanced 15 
kilometres further along the 
road,” a spokesman for the 
Ethiopian People’s Revolution- 
ary Democratic Front (EPRDF) 
told Reuters by telephone from 
London. 

“We have the upper hand. But 
for the moment Addis Ababa is 
not our immediate objective. The 
aim is to paralyse government 
forces,” spokesman Asefa Mamo 
said. 

The rebels, battling to oust 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam and set up what they call 
a broad- based administration, 
first seized Ambo, 105 kilometres 
west of Addis Ababa, last month. 

The government forces re- 
rook the town, viewed as strategic 
because the road from there' to 
the capital is fairly flat and open. 

Peace talks between the gov- 
ernment, the EPRDF and two 
other rebel groups are set to start 
on May 27 in London. 

But no pre-talks ceasefire was 
agreed and fighting between gov- 
ernment forces and the EPRDF 
flared last week to the north and 
west of Addis Ababa. 

EPRDF spokesman Asefa said 
that bn another front further 
south towards Addis Ababa, the 
rebels were pressuring govern- 
ment forces around the town of 
Debre Sina, In North Shoa. 

“We have taken the tunnel (on 
the road from Addis Ababa north 
to Dessie) and the troops ar 
Debre Sina are completely sur- 
rounded,” he said. 


The EPRDF already controls a 
large area of northern Ethiopia 
and since late February has over- 
run three western provinces. 

It said on Saturday its forces 
had seized two towns in the south 
south of Wollo province — the 
provincial capital Dessie, and 
Kombolcfaa. 

The rebels also said they had 
cut pan of the road from the Red 
Sea port of Asab, the only port in 
government hands. 

The government said on Satur- 
day its forces were fighting the 
EPRDF on three fronts, and ac- 
cused the rebels of being unin- 
terested in finding a peaceful 
solution at the London talks. 

But the government, which 
rarely comments on military set- 
backs, did not acknowledge any 
losses. 

Diplomatic sources contacted 
in Addis Ababa by telephone 
from Nairobi confirmed fighting 
in the areas cited by the govern- 
ment and the EPRDF and said 
rebel claims of successes often 
turned out to be true. 

The sources added they had 
expected fighting in the run-up to 
the U.S.- backed peace talks in 
London as all sides tried to im- 
prove their military position. 

Representatives of the govern- 
ment, the EPRDF, the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front 
(EPLF) — fighting a 30-year war 
for independence in the Red Sea 
province of Eritrea — and the 
smaller Oromo Liberation Front 
(OLF) are set to meet at the 
talks. 

The EPRDF successes since 
February triggered a series of 
calls at home and abroad for an 
end to Ethiopia's crippling civil 


NAIROBI (R) — The govern- 
ment of the newly proclaimed 
Somalialand Republic said in a 
radio broadcast on Sunday that it 
would be an interim structure and 
free elections would be held in 
two years time. 

Ceremonies have taken place 
at Burco, north-west Somalia, to 
proclaim a new state in the area 
which formed British Somaliland 
before it was merged with the 
adjoining Italian-administered 
area to form the Somali republic 
in 1960. 

The broadcast from Hargeisa, 
northern Somalia, was monitored 
in Nairobi. Thousands attended 
celebrations at Burco where the 
flag of the new state was hoisted, 
the radio said. 

Abdul Rahman Ahmad Ali, 
leader of the Somali National 
Movement (SNM), has been 
named bead of the interim gov-, 
eminent. 

He said it was a historic day for 
northern Somalia. “The just- 
formed government will be an 
interim one for a period of two 
years, after which there will be 
free elections." 

The state had not been formed 
by hatred for the south, he 
added. It wanted “brotherly and 
co-operative relations.” 

The SNM announced its seces- 
sion after disputes with the Un- 
ited Somali Congress (USC) 
which set up a provisional gov- 
ernment after capturing the 
Somali capital, Mogadishu, last 
January. The SNM refused to 
support the USC government. 

Reports from Mogadishu said 
the USC would nor recognise the 
secession of northern Somalia. 

SNM Central Committee 
Chairman Ibrahim Maygag 
Samatur, who spoke at Burco, 
said 30 years of independence 
had done nothing for the people 
of the north. Many had been 
killed and their property pillaged 
and destroyed. 

“The northern people should 
have their own government with 
the aim of emerging from the 
problems they are facing,” he 
said, according to the Hargeisa 
broadcast. 

Earlier, SNM representatives 
in London said the decision to 
declare independence was taken 
at a meeting between leaders of 
tiie northern Somali clans. The 
region has been devastated by a 
lCfyear war between SNM guer- 
rillas and the Somali army. Har- 
geisa, the regional capital; is in 
ruins. 

Former Somali President 
Mohammad Siad Barre fled 
Mogadishu in January after fierce 
fighting between his forces and a 
number of rebel groups. He is 
believed to be still in Somalia, 
protected by remnants of his 
army. 


Iranian 
judiciary chief 
visits S. Arabia 

NICOSIA (R) — The head of the 
Iranian judiciary. Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi, visited holy 
sites in Saudi Arabia over the 
weekend, the Iranian news agen- 
cy IRNA said Sunday. 

It said Mr. Yazdi travelled to 
Mecca and Medina on his way 
back to Iran from an 11-day tour 
of Nigeria, Senegal and Kenya. 

Iran is ending a three-year 
.boycott of the Haj by sending 
115,000 pilgrims to Mecca next i 
month. 

The decision to lift the ban 
followed restoration of diploma- 
tic relations in March between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia which had 
been bitter political and religious 
rivals since the 1979 Islamic re- 
volution. 


Iraq hopes to restart 
Amman flights soon 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraqi authorities 
hope to resume Iraqi Airways 
flights between Baghdad and 
Amman late this week or early 
next week regardless of clear- 
ance from the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee which monitors an 
international embargo, includ- 
ing an air blockade, on Iraq, 
informed sources said Satur- 
day. 

Initially, the flights between 
Amman and Baghdad would 
be used only for humanitarian 
purposes — carrying people 
who help with post-war relief 
efforts and for officials who are 
involved in implementation of 
United Nations resolutions on 
the Gulf crisis as well as jour- 
nalists, said one of the sources. 

The U.N. Security Council 
imposed the air blockade on 
Iraq in September, almost a 
month after the Aug. 2. Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, However, 
Iraqi Airways continued to 
operate flights to and from 
Baghdad until the morning of 
Jan. 17, when allied bombing 
wrecked Baghdad airport. 

Reconstruction work is 
under way at the airport, but 
the exact state of its facilities to 
handle incoming and outgoing 
flights is not known. However, 
Iraqi officials said in Baghdad 
last week that the airport could 
handle internal flights — to 
Basra in the south and Mosul 
in the north — if a decision was 
made to resume the flights. 

Iraqi officials said in early 
May that at least two runways 
of Baghdad airport were 
almost back in shape and 
elementary ground-to-air com- 
munication facilities were re- 
surrected in preparation for 


the internal flights. 

The U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee has not taken up Iraq's 
request for permission to oper- 
ate flights out of Amman, and 
Iraqi officials are not optimistic 
that it would be taken up soon. 

At least four Iraqi Airways 
planes — moved to the 
Maghreb states for safety dur- 
ing the war — have been 
brought to Amman, and the 
head of the Iraqi national car- 
rier was quoted as saying last 
week that Baghdad had sought 
U.N. Sanctions Committee 
approval for flights operating 
out of Amman. No comment 
has been made on the issue by 
U.N. officials. 

The continued Iraqi Airways 
flights to Amman despite the 
air blockade was not vetoed by 
the Sanctions Committee since 
aircraft carrying passengers 
were not included in the 
embargo, according to one in- 
terpretation of the relevant 
Security Council resolution. 

Furthermore, in many cases, 
leading statesmen and politi- 
cians seeking the release of 
Westerners and Japanese held 
in Iraq as deterrent against 
attack were the most frequent 
passengers aboard the planes. 
Iraq freed all Westerners and 
Japanese in mid-December, 
one month before the 
American-led allies launched 
war to dislodge Iraq from 
KuwaiL 

In the absence of air jinks 
■with Baghdad, and due to the 
strain in relations between Iraq 
and Iran and Iraq and Turkey. 
Jordan has become the only 
entry point into Iraq. The dis- 
tance between Amman and 
Baghdad is 1,000 kilometres — 
about 10 to 12 hours drive. 


Afghan jets 
halt rebel 
attack on 
Kandahar 

QUETTA (R) — Heavy bomb- 
ing by Afghan air force jets has 
halted a four-day-old guerrilla 
attack on the southern Afghan 
city of Kandahar, guerrilla 
sources in Pakistan said. 

The Mu jahedeen guerrillas suf- 
fered heavy casualties and aban- 
doned two government posts 
which they seized near Kandahar 
airport at the start of the offen- 
sive on Wednesday, the sources 
in the southwestern Pakistani 
town of Quetta said. 

A rebel commander, Abdus 
Samad Wakil, said the Mujahe- 
deen were holding on to Krargah 
and Rozgan, two areas they had 
captured near Kandahar, Afgha- 
nistan’s second city. 

But a spokesman for the 
Ittehad-I-Islami party of the 
Pakistan-based guerrilla govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Abdurrab 
Rasul Sayyaf said the Mujabe- 
deen had difficulty in locating 
mines laid around Kandahar by 
government forces. 

Civilians have left their houses 
in many areas near K an dahar on 
Mujahedeen advice to escape 
being hit by guerrilla artillery or 
government bombing, spokes- 
man Baz Mohammad said. 

About 100 Afghan families 
fleeing the fighting have arrived 
at the Pakistani border town of 
Chaman, Pakistani officials said. 

Officials also said Afghan jets 
searching for rebels violated 
Pakistan i airspace on Friday and 
Saturday but did not attack any 
target. 

Afghan Foreign Minister 
Abdul Wakil sent a letter to U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar on Thursday accustang 
the Pakistani army of an “open 
invasion” of Kandahar province. 


Cyprus elections could yield 
clue to future president 


NICOSIA (R) — Greek Cypriots 
went to the polls Sunday to elect 
a new 56-member house of repre- 
sentatives in subdued elections 
that could set the scene for the 
1993 presidential race. 

Polls opened at 6.30 a.m. (0330 
GMT) and election officials said 
voting was going smoothly. 

“Everything is going very well. 
We have had no problems, the 
turn-out is very good and we have 
had no incidents at all,” an In- 
terior Ministry spokesman told 
Reuters. 

Most results were expected to 
be declared on Sunday night. 
They were not expected to have a 
direct impact on the government 
of President George Vassiliou 
elected as an independent in 
1988, but will give an indication 
of voting trends for the presiden- 
cy. 

Election officials have set up 
745 election centres for the 
381,000 registered voters. About 
700 Greek Cypriots and Maro- 
nites living in Turkish-held north 
Cyprus will vote in special elec- 
tion centres in the government- 
controlled south. 

Voting is compulsory and 
offenders face a line of up to 
SI, 000. 

The low-key campaign waged 1 
mostly on television by the six 
Greek Cypriot parties was 
dominated by debate on how to 
end the 17-year partition of the 
island. 

Observers say frustration over * 
lack of progress in reaching a deal 
with Turkey, occupying the 
northern third of Cyprus, has led 
to an increase in the number of 
undecided voters. 

Party newspapers splashed 
optimistic headlines on their front 
pages but the non-party press 
hailed the subdued election cli- 


■ fcS* 



George Vanfflw 

mate, a change from the left-right 
polarisation of the past, as a sign 
of “maturity.” 

“There has been a demystifica- 
tion of the parties. Voters do not 
see much difference between 
them.” poll analyst Christoforos 
Christoforou stud. 

The elections are being con- 
tested by 297 candidates, the 
largest number ever. The main 
contenders are the right-wing 
Democratic Rally (Dysy), the 
centre right Democratic Party 
(Diko), communist Akel. Social- 
ist Edek, leftist Adisok and the 
new refugee party Pakop. 

Dysy is expected to easily re- 
tain its lead as the largest party. 
The party is contesting the elec- 
tions in coalition with the small 
liberal party. Party officials ack- 
nowledge the degree of the suc- 
cess of the election pact will give 
an indication of Dysy leader Glaf- 
cos Derides' chance for the pres- 
idency. 

Dysy, which generally backs 
the policies of Mr. Vassiliou, has 
accused “circles” within the pres- 
idential palace of encouraging vo- 


ters to cast blank votes. 

It said this was a plot to stem 
Dysy’s rise and strengthen- Akel, 
Mr. Vassihou's main backer, in 
view of the 1993 elections. 

Mr. Vassiliou has denied any 
involvement in the elections. 

Communist Akel, campaigning 
hard to win back from Diko its 
position as the island's second 
largest party has already said it 
will support Mr. Vassiliou if he 
deckles to seek reelection. 

Diko says the elections are the 
first step in former President 
Spyros Kyprianou’s return to the 
presidential palace. 

Diko and the smaller socialist 
Edek have campaigned hard on 
the national issue. They reject the 
current U.N. initiative to revive 
intercommunal talks and say the 
elections should give a message to 
the international community that 
Greek Cypriots are not prepared 
to make any further concessions. 

Observers say a good showing 
by the more conciliatory Dysy, 
Akel and Adisok parties, which 
support Mr. Vassiliou’s handling 
of the national issue, would 
strengthen the president’s hand if 
an initiative is launched after the 
elections. 

Adisok. a new leftist party 
which broke away from -Akel, is 
battling for representation in the 
house and had branded the Is- 
land's system of reinforced prop- 
ortional representation as “un- 
democratic.” 

The new refugee party Pakop, 
the only party m Cyprus to reject 
the idea of a federal solution is 
fielding only 14 candidates in 
three of the six electoral districts 
and is dismissed by opponents as 
posing no real threat. 

Three independents are also 
standing but they have little 
chance of success. 


MIDDLE east news in brief 

Maghreb summit to be held inTrlpoH 

ALGIERS (R) — A summit of five North African states wfllbe 
held in Libya in June to try to heal rifis ^ 
following the Gulf conflict, Algerian Foreign ftfluKterSKt Ahukd 
Gfaozah said. “In early June we will meet lh Tripoli at summit 
level to dtOTtss initiatives by the Maghreb states to close yVralr 
ranks,” he said in a broadcast on Saturday night. The date had noT 
yet been fixed but diplomatic sources ^aid it would be petd_m tbe 
first week of June. Libyan leader Colonel Muam mar Q atBafig: 
the current chair man of the Arab Maghreb Un ion \AMU ) r 
composed of Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and, Tunfaa/ 
Mr. Ghozali said when he attended an Arab League meeting m 
Cairo earlier tins month he found the Arab states were still in j : 
state of shock after the Gulf war. "The atmosphere of inter-Arab-; 
relations is s till impregnated by the war. The wou nds are stflltieep . 
but everyone is attached to preserving the Arab future;” he said, 
commenting on the Cairo meeting at which the Arab League’s, 
new secretary-general, F-smat Abdul Meguid of Egypt, waa 
elected. Mr. Ghozali said the Maghreb states were among the few 
countries able to mediate between all parties and thus play a role 
in healing the rifts between tire 21 members of the Arab League. 
An AMU summit was last held in March in Tripoli in tire absence 
of King Hassan of Morocco who wanted more time to study idle ' 
consequences of the Gulf conflict. : ■ 

Moroccan army faces new role — king - 

RABAT (R) — Morocco's armed forces face a new mission urthe- 
approach to a referendum on Western Sahara, King Hassan totd 
mili tary commanders on Saturday. Returning from a trip Ur fee 
phosphate-rich desert territory, the king met senior officers is the 
southern town of Tan tan and said the army’s role would “change 
from an operational to an organisational phase.” He said the new 
role “implies constancy in mobilisation and perseverance in' 
vigilance” for the 200,000 strong armed forces, which fought 
Poitsario guerrillas in Western Sahara for nearly 15 years after 
S pain ended its colonial rule with no agreement on wbo would 
take over. “Basically it gives priority to political action, deVoted 
to arbitration of law and international legality, which ~w3L 
determine the holding of a uncontestable referendum,” the king 
said. A U.N. -supervised vote will give Saharans tire choice next 
year between independence and integration with Morocco.. No 
serious fighting has been repotted since November 1989 when 
Poitsario and Morocco accepted the referendum plan. . 

Saudi Arabia to build another camp 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia said Saturday it was building 
another camp in the northern town of Rafha for Iraqi refugees. 
Military commander Prince Khaled Ben Sultan said journalists 
would be able to visit the site late next week, the Saadi Press - 
Agency reported. The first camp at Raffia had a capacity, of 
30,000. The Iraqis are Gulf war prisoners who refuse to go home 
and opponents of the government who fled the collapse of 
post-war unrest. .■■■■* 

Last Briton in Mogadishu killed 

NAIROBI (R) — An armed gang has killed engineer Brian 
Bowden, the last Briton left in the Somali capital Mogadishu after, 
months of fighting between rebels and government forces, 
Mogadishu Radio reported. The radio, monitored in Nairobi, said 
the gang raided Mr.' Bowden’s house early on Saturday and stole 
gold, money and food after killing him. Mr. Bowden had lived in 
Somalia for 33 years. After working in tire northern province of 
Hargeisa, he moved in 1988 to Mogadishu where he worked for 
the British Overseas Development Administration on a project to 
monitor the tsetse fly. After the British ambassador and his staff 
pulled out last January because of the fighting which ousted 
President Mohammad Siad Barre, Bowden looked after tire 
embassy premises. He had not left Somalia since 1968. 

Greece protests to Turkey 

ATHENS (R) — Greece has protested to Turkey, accusing its 
warplanes of buzzing a commercial aircraft over the Aegean Sea, 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman said Sunday. The protest, deli- 
vered in Athens and Ankara late on Saturday, said a pass by two 
Turkish Phantom fighters rocked a twin-propeller Olympic 
Aviation Island commuter plane on Friday and frightened its 28 
passengers and crew. The spokesman said the protest accused the | 
Turkish aircraft of violating Greek airspace, performing danger- 
ous manoeuvres near an airport and intentionally harassing the 
plane flying from Athens to the island of Lhnnos. Greece ! 
scrambled Mirage fighters to chase off the Turkish planes. The 
two NATO allies came dose to war over mineral rights in tire' 
Aegean Sea 1987. Relations are marred by numerous other 
disputes, inducting the treatment of a Muslim minority in 
Greece’s western Thrace area and the Turkish invasion of 
northern Cyprus in 1974. 

French soldier killed in Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — A French soldier was killed and another was 
injured when their vehide crashed in southeastern Turkey, an 
allied statement said. It said the accident happened on Saturday 
on the road between the towns of Batman and Midyat. The names 
of the soldiers were withheld until their families were informed. I 
About 2,000 French soldiers are among 20,500 troops from nine 
nations helping half a million mainly Kurdish refugees return , 
home to northern Iraq from Turkish border camps; 

Omani leader arrives in S. Arabia 

NICOSIA (R) — Sultan Qaboos Ben Sai’d of Oman arrived in 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday, the Saudi Press Agency (SPA) reported. 
It stud he was received at the airport by King Fahd, Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz and Saudi officials. The 1 
agency said the sultan would spend several days in the kingdom. It ! 
gave no other details. Earlier on Sunday, the agency said the 
Omani leader’s visit came in the framework of efforts to achieve a 
united Arab stand, serving the aims of the Arab and Islamic' 
nations. "Sultan Qaboos 1 visit today represents a new departure in 
the (Omani-Saudi) relations of cooperation, understanding and ; 
coordination serving the interests of the two nations.... and the 
Arab and Islamic worlds," the SPA report said. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church Sweifreh 
Tel. 810740 

Amroibthj of God Church, TcL 

632785. 

SL Joseph Ctrorch Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AnnandaUoa Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaUe Church Tel. 661757 
T en wtu Church Tel: 622366 


Church of the Anauudatfoa Td. 

623541. 

AngBcm Cfanrch Td. 625383. Td. 

628543. 

Ant rim CathoQc Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Td. 77173!. 

Amman l a i e r natlm wl Church Tel. 
685326. 

Ei ang c M c a l Lutheran Church Teh 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Td. 815817. 654932. 
Church of Nasunsm Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It win be ichuivety hot and winds 
win be easterly moderate. In Aqaba, K 
win be dusty with northerly moderate 
winds and calm seas. 

Min. /max. temp. 

Amman 15 / 32 

Aqaba 22/36 

Deserts 16 / 33 

Jordan VaOey 20/35 

Yesterday’s Ugh temperatures: Am- 
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man 30. Aqaba 34. Humidity reading?: 
Amman 20 per cent, Aqaba 22 per 
cenL 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Manaa 741444 

Dr. Anwar AJ Haj 771020 

Dr. Abdul AdzTaboun 783708 

Dr. Yousef Sam mow 615648 

Fins pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sala m pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. Hindi Barham ( — ) 


AJ Sbaraa’ pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziad Hawalmch ( — ) 

Khalif eh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 6611 II 

Civil Defence Immccfialc 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Em e rgency - 199 

Rescue Police 192. 62UII. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PubGe Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints 897467 


Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

T elephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcctrieiiy Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Infbrmatioa 08-53200 

Oucen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amu ... 644281/6 
Akdeh Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 


Malbas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Af-Mnashcr Hospital 667227® 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

ALAhli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Basfair, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240(50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

DUUD: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospiul (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prinoess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

7his mformatioa fa sappBcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08)33200-5. where H 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

Dhahran(RJ) 

19:15 Jeddah, Sannaa (RJ) 

,fc4S Dubai, Atm Dhabi (RJ) 

11:15 Larnaca. Damascus ( RJ) 

Rfr»lh(RJ) 

Toms. Casablanca (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

1^=95 Bahrain (GF) 

28:05 Cairo (MS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

l 2 -* 0 ® Riyadh (RJ) 

Ui3» Montreal, New York (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2100 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 


Other FHghte (Terminal 2) 

Bahrain (GQ 

a** 5 Cairo (MS) 

market prices 

llppcr/lowei price in Os per kg. 

APP*= 580 / 500 

Banana 500 / 490 

Banana (Mnkammar) 450 / 400 

g 6 *™ 500 / 400 

Broad beans 480 / 400 

9* bba 8 e 130/ 80 

1 180/140 

Cauliflower igg/ j2fl 

Cucumbers (large) 120/ 80 

Cucumbers (smalt) 240 / 200 

JSW>lam 300 / 250 

440/400 

Grapefruit 25V 200 

Lemon 280/220 

Lettuce (per one) 150/ 100 

M"tt»w(tar8c) 120/ 80 

Manow(smafi) 240/200 

170/120 

Omon (green) 170/120 

Orange 350/200 

E®PP“(hoi) 180/120 

Pepper (sweet) 180/120 

- 250 / 200 

f* 6 * 150/100 

^ 450/350 

300/250 

w *Wfmcloo 360/ I8Q 
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Total foreign currency 
reserves stand at $1 
billion — Nabulsi 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The “real” fore- 
ign exchange reserves held by 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) have risen to S500 mil- 
lion — representing about two 
and a half months’ of national 
imports — and the bank is 
confident that the amount 
could soon be raised to repre- 
sent three to four months' of 
imports, CBJ Governor 
Mohammad Saed A! Nabulsi 
said Saturday. 

The total reserves in foreign 
currency available to the CBJ 
are about $1 billion — includ- 
ing a 35 per cent mandatory 
transfer to the Central Bank by 
all commercial banks of de- 
posits with them in foreign 
currency. Dr. Nabulsi told Jor- 
dan Television in an interview. 

The exchange race of the 
Jordanian dinar remains stable 
and there is no ground to fear 
any devaluation of the curren- 
cy, the CBJ governor told in-' 
terviewer Rami Khouri in the 
weekly “Encounter” broadcast 
Saturday evening. 

According to the governor, 
the reduction of the country's 
balance of payments was a 
result of the “developments” 
in the region, including the 
Gulf crisis, rather than the 
economic restructuring prog- 
ramme agreed upon with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The foreign exchange re- 
serves held by the CBJ “are 
very reasonable,” he said 
pointing out that Jordan's 
monthly imports were esti- 
mated at around $200 million 
and therefore the “real re- 
serves” represent two and a 
half months' of imports. 

Dr. Nabulsi, who took the 
helm of the Central Bank 
under a special mandate from 
IBs Majesty King Hussein in 
mid- 1989 as the country’s eco- 
nomy was facing an unpre- 
cedented crisis, said die dinar 
was “overvalued for over 35 
years” before it took a plunge 
against the American doflar in 
1988 and early 1989 as foKfigh 
'exchange reserves dipped to 
"*S»lmost $200’ million minus.” 
A series of steps adopt&Lsinte 
then by tire Central Bank, 
under tbe guidance of Dr. 
Nabulsi, included curbs on 
foreign transfers, on spending 
in foreign currency, and new 
import procedures. 

Tbe CBJ governor described 
as “small and narrow” the pa- 
rallel (black) market of foreign 
currency in Jordan noting that 
almost all parallel market deal- 
ings were in banknotes and 
that the Central Bank con- 
tinued to be the sole channel 
through which imports are reg- 
ularised. He noted that the 
parallel market rates were in 
fact less than those offered by 
tbe Central Bank. 

The governor said the CBJ 
was still awaiting Parliament to 
discuss new legislation de- 
signed to allow private sector 
moneychanging operations, 
which were shat down in 
February 1989. 


According to Dr. Nabulsi. 
who made a brief review of the 
measures adopted by the Cen- 
tral Bank since mid-1989 to 
stabilise the dinar, the 'exist- 
ence of the parallel market 
does not have any significant 
bearing on the Central Bank, 
whose reserves enable it to be 
in a position to intervene in the 
market any time it chooses. 

The present reserves at the 
bank represent an increase of 
about 60 per cent since Decem- 
ber when the figure stood at 
around $600 million — includ- 
ing the mandatory transfers 
from commercial banks. 

Tbe Centra] Bank governor 
expressed confidence that the 
present amount could be main- 
tained at the same level and 
increased further during the 
rest of 1991 and part of 1992, 
when foreign debt servicing 
would warrant drawing from 
the reserves. 

The CBJ governor reviewed 
the general banking situation 
in the country and referred to 
the collapse of Petra Bank, 
which is under liquidation 
now. He estimated the loss 
resulting from the collapse of 
the bank at JD 250 million in 
addition to JD 30 million in 
total write off of its capital and 
reserves. These are estimates 
and final figures could be de- 
rived only after the finalisation 
of tbe liquidation process and 
auditing, he said. 

“In itself, Petra Bank is a 
huge problem,” said the CBJ 
governor. The management of 
tiie bank — which used go be 
the second largest commercial 
bank in Jordan — “went 
beyond the norma] banking 
practices,” and led to the 
“enormous losses,” he said. 

“Unrecoverable losses” 
from tiie Petra Bank collapse 
could be between JD 150 mil- 
lion and JD 200 million. Dr. 
Nabulsi said. “The Central 
Bank will ultimately have to 
make some provisions to cover 
this kind of loss.” he added. 
“We have actually started this 
reserve provision to cover tbe 
loss.” 

He said “weaknesses” in the 
banking structure of Jordan 
had contributed to Petra Bank 
activities, and now the CBJ i 
was planning to rectify die 
situation through legislation. 

The government has laun- 
ched contacts with other coun- 
tries where some of the ac- 
cused in the Petra Bank affair 
have sought shelter, and will 
seek to bring them to book. 
Dr. Nabulsi said. “We have 
started extradition procedures 
and some countries have been 
notified,” he said without giv- 
ing details. “But I am not 
confident that some of the 
countries will cooperate ... in 
the absence of international 
agreements.” 

The CBJ was also planning 
to set up a new institution 
which will guarantee deposits 
in commercial banks, he said. 
Related legislation for the 
establishment of such an in- 
stitution is expected in two 
months, he added. 


Soft drink prices go up 

AMMAN (Petra) — Supply Minister Ibrahim Ayyoub Sunday raised 
: the prices of soft drinks, produced locally, by almost 11.7 per cent as 
of Monday May 20. 

According to the new decision, a soft drink bottle of 250 millilitre 
capacity will be sold to consumers for 100 fils, up from 85 fils. A box 
containing 24 recoverable bottles will be sold for JD 2.230. Bottles of 
one litre each will be sold for 3y0 fils, while the 12 bottles box wiD be 
sold for JD 4.250. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

Tbe friJowiog listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
ami tbe daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the. listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions- 

EXHlBfnON 

☆ Art exhibition by None 
Ifgirmfl at the French Cultu- 
ral Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of etchings, 

- letbographs and raonop* 
rate, by Ahmad Nawasb 
and Yasser Duwelfc at 
Abdnl Hameed Shaman 
foundation (30 ajn — $ 
pan.) 

FILM 

☆ FreucbflfcBeotitkd 

- “Melo” at the French 

fynrn- ftl Centre — &00 

pan- 


Jordan Times 
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Jordan, Iran discuss ties, 
regional and world Issues 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday addresses a gathering organised by tbe London- 
based Medical AM tor Palestinians ( Petra photo) 

Prince Hassan lauds MAP 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has voiced appreciation to va- 
rious private organisations which 
are extending help to the Palesti- 
nian people under Israeli occupa- 
tion and he singled out in particu- 
lar the London-based Medical 
Aid for Palestinians (MAP) for 
its remarkable endeavours in this 
respect. 

In an address at an annual 
ceremony organised by MAP 
Saturdy evening, the Crown 
Prince referred to the miserable 
conditions of the Palestinian peo- 
ple in the occupied territories and 
said that there was need to facili- 
tate the “access of Arab voice to 
the outside world in a language 
well understood by the modem 
world community." 

Referring to the plight of the 
Palestinians, the Prince said that 
during the 40 day Gulf war the 
Palestinians in the occupied lands 
had sustained at least $250 mil- 
lion in economic losses as their 
life was paralysed by curfews and 
repression. 

Israel, he said, now occupies 65 
per cent of the total Arab land, 
owned by the Arab people of 
Palestine, depriving the Arabs of 
their own property and liveli- 
hood. 

On May 10 Prince Hassan 


patronised a MAP walk to raise 
fends for the Palestinians living 
under Israeli rule in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. At least 
4,500 people participated in the 
walk in a bid to raise at least JD 
200,000 in donations from the 
public, according to MAP Direc- 
tor in Jordan Nadia Al Alami. 

The walk of May 10. Prince 
Hassan said at the ceremony, was 
not confined to the Palestinian 
dimension, but exceeded it to 
reflect an ail out Jordanian soli- 
darity with the oppressed people 
of Palestine. 

Referring to the rights of the 
Palestinian people, the Crown 
Prince said that as the Soviet Jews 
are being allowed to emigrate to 
Palestine and as people around 
the world speak about equal 
rights in the spirit of the Helsinki 
agreement the Palestinians are 
being deprived of their basic hu- 
man rights in their own home- 
land. 

He said that poverty and hun- 
ger were 'reaching new. serious 
dimensions in Palestine, and he 
urged various organisations and 
peace activists to step up their 
efforts to help reestablish and 
ensure the rights of the Palesti- 
nians in their homeland. 

MAP board Chairman in Jor- 
dan Abdul Majid Shoman re- 


viewed the organisation's activi- 
ties and its services to the Palesti- 
nians inside and outside the occu- 
pied territories. 

Another prominent speaker 
was Dr. Pauline Cutting who 
works as a surgeon in Al Ahli 
Hospital, in occupied Gaza, set 
up by MAP to help the Palesti- 
nian people injured in the 
ongoing intifada. 

Dr. Cutting outlined MAP’s 
services to the Palestinian people 
in the occupied territories and in 
Lebanon and voiced the organisa- 
tion's deep appreciation of Jor- 
dan's support. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times last week. Dr. Cutting said 
that the people of the occupied 
territories are more and more in 
need as economic pressure gives 
way to poverty and ill health. 
During the last three years. Dr. 
Cutting said the number of in- 
juries and deaths exceeded 
100,000, with some of tbe injuries 
causing permanent disability to 
people. 

MAP is trying to increase and 
expand its services to the Palesti- 
nian people. So far. she said, has 
set up clinics and is providing 
surgeons and nurses to offer free 
service to the injured Palesti- 
nians. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Sunday the visiting 
Iranian parliamentary delegation 
led by Ahmad Uzeizi and ex- 
change! views with them about 
regional and international issues 
as well* as Iranian-Jordanian rela- 
tions. 

The meeting was attended by 
Dr. Abdul Latif Arabivat, speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, and the Iranian charge 
d'affaires in Amman. 

The Iranian parliamentary de- 
legation Sunday also bad a meet- 
ing with Foreign Minister Taber 
A) Masri with whom they re- 
viewed Jordanian-Iranian ties 
and issues of mutual concern. 

Iran's position with regard to 
the Palestine question and the 
plight of the Palestinian people as 
well as other issues in the Middle 
East region, in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis, were the main topics 
for discussion earlier Sunday by 
Jordanian and Iranian parlia- 


mentarians. 

Heading the Jordanian side 
was Speaker of tbe Lower House 
of Parliament Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat who thanked the Iranian 
government for its effort to con- 
vene an international parliamen- 
tary conference to discuss the 
Palestine question. 

“In fact the Palestine question 
serves as a common denominator 
for all parliaments, especially 
those of the Islamic World and 
the views of parliamentarians are 
of paramount importance,” said 
Dr. Arabiyat at the meeting 
attended by the members of the 
visiting Iranian parliamentary de- 
legation. 

The head of the Iranian team. 
Ahmad Uzeizi, said in a state- 
ment upon arrival here Friday 
that he was sounding out views of 
parliaments in the Islamic coun- 
tries about the proposed confer- 
ence. 

Dr. Arabiyat told the Iranian 


delegation that Jordan viewed 
this conference with great interest 
because parliamentarians repre- 
sented the people of the world in 
general, but the Islamic nations - 
should promote the idea of the 
conference since their people 
constituted nearly one fifth of the 
world's population. 

Mr. Uzeizi, who handed Dr. 
Arabiyat a message from his Ira- 
nian counterpart Mehdi Kar- 
roubi. extended an invitation to 
the House speaker to visit Iran. 

Later Sunday the delegation 
left for Syria through the border 
post of Ramcha. In a departure 
statement the delegation head 
described the visit to Jordan as 
good and successful. 

He said that the Lower House 
of Parliament welcomed the Ira- 
nian proposal to hold an interna- 
tional conference for Muslim par- 
liamentarians to discuss the 
Palestine question. 
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BAD RAN, MASRI MEET KADDOUMI: Palestine Liberation Organisation Political Depart- 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran and Foreign Minis- ment head Farouk Kaddmnni (Petra photo! 
ter Taber Al Masri (right) Sunday meet with 

Symposium to tackle danger of smoking 


Week dedicated to children 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
fry of Culture and Youth has 
announced plans for week-long 
activities for children in Jordan 
with the purpose of giving chil- 
dren with creative skills further 
i incentives to work in art and 
culture. 

A statement here said that the 
| ministry would host a group of 
distinguished children who had 
produced remarkable story and 
poetry writings, paintings and 
drawings and oratory skills for a 
whole week in August. - 

According to the announce- 
ment. the children will be in- 
volved in cultural, recreational 
and touristic activities and will 
take part in an exhibition of 

War risk 

insurance 

cancelled 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cus- 
toms Department has cancelled 
fees on war risk insurance, which 
was collected by insurance com- 
panies from ships heading for 
Aqaba. Tbe war insurance fee 
was taxable, according to the 
customs law, and therefore fees 
_ imposed on ships heading for 
Jordan were added to the gross 
value of imported products, for 
the purpose of collecting customs 
duties. 

Now, since the situation in the 
region has stabilised, the. 
war risk insurance was cancelled, 
thus leaving no legal grounds for 
collecting additional customs' 
duties, officials said. 


children's paintings and one of 
books and periodicals, and in a 
specialised seminar dealing with 
children's development in Jor- 
dan. 

Munir Al Hour, director of the 
Cultural Department at the 
Ministry of Culture and Youth, 
said that the week-long functions 
aimed at encouraging children to 
come up with further writings and 
at opening the way for children in 
various governor ates to enhance 


their ties with one another and 
with the department of culture. 

He said that the children would 
be selected through the ministry's 
“Wisam Magazine” issued in 
cooperation with the private 
schools and those of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy (UNRWA). A special commit- 
tee will be set up to select the 
winners and to distribute special 
meriiorial certificates and gifts to 
those with unique productions. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Anti- 
Smoking Society Sunday 
announced that a symposium on 
the hazards of smoking on public 
life would be held early next 
month under the slogan: “To- 
wards creating public places and 
public transport free of smok- 
ing.'’ 

Member Tawfiq Al Azzeh 
made the announcement follow- 
ing a preparatory meeting by 
society members to decide on the 
events that will be organised to 
help spread awareness among 
members of the public against the 
dangers of smoking. 

He told a press conference at 
the Professional Association 
Complex that the symposium 
would be organised in coopera- 
tion with tbe Health Ministry, the 


General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS), and other 
government and private institu- 
tions, and it would tackle all 
aspects of the dangers of smoking 
to the public health. 

The last such symposium in 
Jordan was held in November of 
last year when it was .announced 
that 70 per cent of the Jordanian 
adults were in the habit of smok- 
ing and that there was need to 
reduce the number in view of 
Jordan’s requirements to have 
more food produced on tbe land 
now cultivated with tobacco. 

According to Mr. Azzeh. 
smoking in Jordan has been on 
the increase, he estimated tbe 
total sum of money spent on 
cigarettes in the country at JD 70 
million annually. “These sums 


could be spent on health matters 
and social welfare instead of 
smoking which is very harmful to 
man," said Mr. Azzeh in his press 
statement. 

Mr. Azzeh said that smokers 
.around the world are estimated to 
.be spending $100 billion annually 
on cigarettes and tobacco. 

In his statement, Mr. Azzeh 
reviewed a number of working 
papers to be discussed by the 
symposium, which, he said, will 
be preceded by a programme 
designed to warn tbe public 
against smoking. 

He said that the society Mon- 
day would embark on the imple- 
mentation of the public aware- 
ness programme, which, among 
other things, mil include showing 
documentary films and slides. 
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Now, nothing stands between you and us. 


We've jiN removed the final obstacle that stood 
in the* way of your success. Designed a solution that is 
powerful enough for your needs. And clearly 
affordable enough for you. It di'icsn i get much beiler 
than that! 

The Maaniustflrin. The powerfully innovative 
Macintosh Classic, the Macintosh LC and the 
Macintosh llsi. With sound, colour and graphic 


capabilities that far exceed your wildest expectations. 
At a price that makes them clear winners. 

Then (here's the Apple’ duo. 

The Apple NyleVTriierwiih ils advancetljnk jrt 
technology and Apple's innovative TrueType font 
technology . So compact, it can slip in almost 
an where! And the Apple Personal LaserWriter LS 
Easily ihe most affordable printer you could use with 


a Macintosh and with excellent printed results both in 
text and graphics. Both With the ease of plug-in-and- 
use operation. And both incredibly affordable. 

So there you have the solution. Clearly minus the 
price problem. Now nothing should stop you from 
making your move. .After all. what good is 
a personal computer if you can't get dose? 

WW. Apple. The power to be your best'" 


Ideal Systems Co., P.O.Box 1827 S&. Amman. Joidm TeJ; (v 6 F 6 . Fax: 072170 , Tlx; JKKTT 
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AS EGYPT began to withdraw its troops from the Gun 
Sunday in compliance with President Hosni Mubarak’s 
decision to puli out completely from that region, the 
Damascus declaration h a n g s in the balance. It will be 
recalled that the declaration stipulated that Egypt and Syria 
wodd provide the military muscle of the joint security force 
envisaged to protect the Arab Gulf from any external threat. 
Ha return, Cairo and Damascus would have received 
generous economic and financial assistance in recognition of 
Shear important contributions to the defence of the region. 
Tara question that looms in the horizon is whether the 
Damasces declaration is already defimef, and if so why. 
Although tk Egyptian president did not explain bus derision 
to withdraw all of Egypt’s 36,000 soldiers by August of this 
year, there is little doubt that beaded out of disappointment 
with the new posture of the Arab Gnif states which seems to 
prefer the deployment of Western troops to Arab armies. 
The first si gnal that all is not alright for the Egyptian army 
was when it was left with no specific assignment to perform. 
This Don-benign neglect of the Egyptian contingent came in 
&s midst of new reports that Kuwait and other Golf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states will rely more on the 
U.S. and other Western forces to defend them in the fhtnrer 
These second thoughts by the six members of the GCC 
obviously precipitated the Egyptian decision to leave the 
area before they are asked to. 

Sach a derefiopsnent as likely to affect the future of the 
Arab Order and even the so-called new world order. If even 
Cairo and Damascus can no longer he trusted to participate 
m the defence of the ofi-rich Golf countries after the posture 
fiaray bad assumed daring the Gulf crisis, then not all can be 
well for them. One big problem here is that at a time when 
Egyptian and Syrian soldiers are being ushered out — albeit 
politely — of the Gulf region, non-Arab forces are being 
encouraged to assume a bigger regional role In the defence 
of the Gulf states. No one would want to quarrel with the 
proposition to integrate Iran Into the Gnif regional security 
piancang, since it is an important regional power. But to 
tovite Tehran and other foreign countries In at a time when 
Cairo and Damascus are excluded is a lopsided logic at best. 
This new episode casts stronger doubts about the way the 
Golf crisis was rectified. If the Kuwaiti conflict had shaken 
See confidence of the Arab countries in themselves, its 
resohation at the hamfe of non- Arab nations should have 
rahhedBed hope and conviction an the ability of the Arabs to 
solve their problems by themselves. Foreign armies can 
Eever have the a?8traiuate interests of the Gulf Arab states at 
heart. They will he there to defend first and foremost their 
own national interests and objectives. Would it not have 
been infinitely more functional and wiser therefore to 
maintain Arab troops to defend the regional security of the 
Arab Gulf states? The only possible consolation in tills 
otherwise dismal state of Arab affairs is that the GCC states 
have yet to recover from the ordeal which was set in motion 
by the occupation of Kuwait by Iraq. When the dost settles 
an tira Gulf region, there will be every hope that there wifi be 
no need for any foreign armies in the Gulf region, be they 
Arab or non-Arab, and that some new order can be 
formulated by the Arabs themselves. 


AI Ral Arabic daily Sunday commented on Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir's negative attitude towards the U.S. administra- 
tion’s bid to achieve a settlement to the Middle East conflict and 
said that Shamir realises too well that Washington is capable of 
imposing its will on the Jewish state. Shamir realises that it was 
the United States that formed a military alliance against Iraq and 
launched aggression on that Arab country destroying its infiras- 
tmeture and military capability, and not the United Nations which 
lacks such power, the paper noted. Shamir also realises that it is 
because of the United States' power that Iraq remains under siege 
and its people continue to suffer; and it is in the power of the 
United States to impose its strong will and force the Zionist state 
to comply with the intern arionai legitimacy and U.N. Security 
Council resolutions, the paper added. Shamir, the paper con- 
tinued, can continue to declare his rejection of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and the bids for a just peace, and he realises 
too well that had it not been for Washington's backing to his 
policies and to Israel's expansionist programme, the Jewish state 
would soon crumble. So far the Arab states have been led to 
believe that the U.S. administration is oriented towards a lasting 
settlement in the Middle East region, and therefore failure of 
success lies squarely with Washington, the paper noted. It said 
should President Bush fail to bring about the long awaited 
settlement despite Israel's intransigence, his political future and 
- the credibility of his American nation would be facing humiliation 
and defeat at the hands of world Zionism. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i daily warns of the danger of the possible 
suffering of the members of the public should they suddenly find 
themselves without bread as a result of a continuing dispute 
between the Ministry of Labour and the bakeries union. Nazih 
says that citizens, whether rich or poor are looking on helplessly, 
witnessing the dispute getting heated everyday, and fearing that 
one day bakeries would stop functioning due to the new labour 
regulations. For, as the ministry insists that there is no justifica- 
jgpn to exempt bakeries from labour laws which stipluiate that 
non-Jordanian workers should not be employed in bakeries, the 
bakeries union contends that the exemption is necessary because 
of the lack of sufficient numbers of Jordanians who would want to 
work under conditions currently existing at the bakeries, notes the 
writer. He says that the bakeries insist that the Ministry of Labour 
continue to employ non-Jordanians for lesser pay than the 
Jordanians so as to ensure that the price of bread remain the 
same, but the ministry insists that its laws should be respected at 
all costs. Of course the ordinary citizens can only hope that the 
dispute will end soon and peacefully so that bread can continue to 
be available for all, he adds. He says people hope the ministry will 
soon reach a settlement so that there can be no new hardship for 


King’s vision prevails 




THERE is no doubt that His Majesty King Hussein has emerged 
very strong from the Gulf crisis after having associated himself so 
closely with public sentiment on that conflict on both sides of 
Jordan River. Although the King lost in his quest for a peaceful 
solution to Iraq's occupation of Kuwait, he nevertheless won the 
hearts and admiration of Jordanians and Palestinians alike. He is 
now riding on a crescendo of public support across the political 
spectrum in the country as well as in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. One would venture to maintain that the monarch has 
indeed become a very popular leader who had put Arab honour 
and interests before everything else including the immediate 
national interests of the Kingdom. The King could have realised 
infinite political and economic gains had he opted for an 
expedient policy and joined forces with the “winning” team in the 
Gulf conflict. To have withstood all the temptation to link up with 
what appeared so clearly the winning side in order to uphold an 
ideal that he so vehemently believed in. King Hussein has earned 
long lasting dividends that he may now cash in on them. 

With the prospects of holding a peace conference on the 
Arab- Israeli conflicts looming on the horizon, the King's popular- 
ity can be used as a launching pad for bold initiatives that may 
unleash the peace process from its present stagnating position. No 
one.^can now dare question the sincerity of the King or his 
dedication to the Palestinian cause after he has successfully 
demonstrated his proven credentials as a great Arab leader and as 
a man of principles and high ideals. Among the immediate 


Gen. Powell 
was right 


consequences of King Hussein's rising popularity is his ability to 
capture the foil confidence of the Palestinian people under 
occupation. Notwithstanding Amman’s 1989 decision to severe all 
legal and administrative relations with the West Bank,, there are 
still enough relations between the two banks to warrant the 
continuation of the coordination and cooperation between them 
at all levels and in many areas. The reservoir jof goodwill that was 
generated by the King's adventure on the ride of principle and 
idealism during the Golf crisis has obviously beefed up the 
residua] relations between the two peoples across the Jordan 
River and placed them on an even higher platean. 

In the wake of His Majesty King Hussein's talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker few days ago, the K i ng emerged 
more forthcoming on Jordan's role in the search for peace in the 
Middle East than before. The monarch's upbeat on the prospects 
for peace between Israel and the Arab side was reflected in many 
words that he bad uttered at the conclusion of his exchange of 
views with Baker which in their cumulative sense portray 
self-confidence and positive reflection. After saying in so many 
words that the parties to the Arab-Israeli conflicts have wasted so 
much time till now and that they should avoid quibbling over 
semantical issues. King Hussein sent one signal after the other 
'that time is propitious for a real movement forward in the 
direction of peace in the area. King Hussein must have had in 
mind the many lost opportunities in the past in the quest for a 
lasting and honourable peace between the Arabs and Israel. This 


time around, the King reasoned, no stone must be teft antume^. 

to wage a daring peace effort. ' ’ _ ’ 

Had King Hussein been so blunt about the prospects for pe ace.,: 

m the Middle East prior to the Gutf crisis, he wou ld hare oeen ptg: 

under. a closer microscopic attention and scrutiny.by the proptes^ 
of Jordan, and Palestine. This time, however, the Kmg^watf: 
smothered with heaps of praise and support from ril Arab ^ 
quarters including his own peoples on both sides of the Jotaair- 
River for faithfully expressing then 1 sentiments on the usoes^ofr- 
war and peace in the region. . ’ ’ : \v r : 

Does this mean that Jordan is once again in the driv ers s eat in ; 
the peace process? I think yes, provided one keeps hi mind that ... 
Amman Has no-intention whatsoever to prompt the Palestinian'-, 
role as exemplified by the PLO. Rattier Jordan aims to bolster the-; . 
Palestinian dimension by joining forces with it in a more forceful, 
and confident manner instead of the timid . mann er that has - 
characterised its posture in the last few years._ In other words 
Jordan is beginning to flex its muscles once again afte r reg ainmgy 
confidcncc and faith in its course. No one can dare l ectm e Eogr- 
Hussem now on what is honourable and what is not after haying : 
lectured all indmting the mighty on such subjects. In condLuridit,.'. 
Jordan is now imbued with renewed energy on all fronts and can. 
be expected to make its weight aqd word better beard and fett. 
This imetaixK)iphosi& in the. country augurs well for the peace'- 
process and its dividends can be collected in the course ^. the -; 
coming months. 




By Anthony Lewis 

WASHINGTON — Time and 
human disaster had already cast 
increasing doubt on President 
Bush's decision to go to war 
against Iraq. Now the doubts 
have further weight. For it 
appears that Gen. Colin Powell, 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, opposed the president's 
course. 

So we are told in a new book by 
Bob Woodward of The Washing- 
ton Post. He reports that General 
Powell favoured economic and 
military pressures on Iraq, 
arguing that they would in lime 
force Saddam Hussein to with- 
draw from Kuwait without war. 

The knowledge that a military 
man as universally respected as 
General Powell advised against 
the war will surely strengthen the 
view, held now by a minority of 
Americans, that the war was un- 
wise. At a minimum it will be 
harder to brand opponents as 
unpatriotic, as some Republicans 
have done. 

Mr. Woodward's book. “The 
Commanders," uses his familiar 
technique of describing behind- 
the-scenes events in a matter-of- 
fact narrative, without identifying 
his sources. Like others. I have 
my doubts about that method. 
But here it has the ring of author- 
ity. The words and views ascribed 
to General Powell and other high 


officials fit what is known other- 
wise and sound authentic. 

President Bush set the course 
for war when he announced on 
Nov. 8 that he was doubling the 
number of U.S. troops in Saudi 
Arabia. Just before thar. accord- 
ing to the book. General Powell 
had argued to Secretary of De- 
fence Dick Cheney and then to 
the president himself for an 
alternative strategy of contain- 
ment. 

Why did Mr. Bush reject that 
advice? The book offers no de- 
finitive answer to that crucial 
question, and Mr. Woodward tells 
us that he was not able to inter- 
view the president. But he quotes, 
the president as telling General 
Powell: "I don't think there’s 
time politically for that strategy." 

What that meant turns on 
whether Mr. Bush, if he spoke 
those exact words, was using 
"politically" in an international 
or domestic sense. He might have 
meant that he thought the inter- 
national coalition against Saddam 
Hussein would not hold together 
long enough to let sanctions and 
order pressures work. Or he 
might have meant that a long- 
haul strategy would not be popu- 
lar with American voters. 

The war option proved im- 
mensely popular. It sent Mr. 
Bush op to record figures in the 
polls and dispatched the critics 
who had called him indecisive 
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and weak. That result echoed the 
precedents of Grenada and 
Panama. 

One unanswered question ab- 
out the Persian Gulf crisis has 
been whether U.S. intelligence 
predicted the invasion of Kuwait. 
Mr. Woodward says the Defence 
Intelligence Agency did. issuing a 
warning on July 31. He says that 
Secretary of Defence Cheney re- 
jected that and a further urgent 
warning the next day. saying that 
the Iraqi troop buildup was a 
bluff. 

But once Iraq invaded on Aug. 


2. the book says. President Bush 
was consistently hawkish. It says' 
that on Aug. 3 he ordered the 
Central Intelligence Agency to 
begin planning to covert opera- 
tions to overthrow Saddam Hus- 
sein, and formally authorised 
such operations on Aug. 15. 

General Powell is described as 
having been distressed when the 
president took steps towards war 
without consulting him or having 
a discussion at a National Secur- 
ity Council meeting. One such 
occasion was when Mr. Bush said 
on Aug u 5 that Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait “will not stand." That 


implied a sharp escalation of 
objective, from preventing an 
Iraqi invasion of Saudi Arabia to 
undoing the aggression on 
Kuwait. The book says General 
Powell learned of it by watching 
the president on television. 

Once President Bush had really 
made his decision for war, by late 
November, General Powell loyal- 
ly supported the policy. He and 
the president will no doubt now 
resist efforts to divide them. But 
the war strategy is going to be 
seen in a different light. 

Would a .containment strategy 
in fact have forced Saddam Hus- 


sein out of Kuwait-in time? And 
how much time? Accordingtothe 
book. General Powell said it : 
might take as long as a year,or 
two, but it would work. 

The- alternative strategy looks 
better ail the time now. The war 
took a dreadfdui human toll. It 
did long-lasting damage to the' 
environment of the Gulf. It has 
not produced new stability or 
security in the region. And it did 
not result in Saddam Hussein's 
fall. 

General Powell was right the 
first time — The New York 
Times. 


Morocco opens arms to tourists 


By Alan George 

SAID Boukraa, one of the mana- 
gers at the sumptuous Mamoania 
Casino, is not a happy man. But 
he is a little happier than he was 
in January and February, when 
business was no more than two 
per cent of its normal level for the 
time of year. 

Over drinks in the cavernous 
and largely deserted gaming ball, 
Mr. Boukraa explained. The first 
to go were the French, he recal- 
led. Relations between Rabat 
and Pare were poisoned last year 
by the publication in France of 
Notre Ami Le Roj, a book which 
lam basts King Hassan and his 
regime. Then, Danielle Mitter- 
rand, wife of the French presi- 
dent, angered Morocco by 
announcing plans to visit Western 
Saharan refugee camps in the 
southern Algerian town of Tin- 
douf. Under intense pressure 
from Rabat, Madame Mitterrand 
backed down, although she did 
meet the wife of the Polisario 
Front's secretary general in Paris. 

At the same time, reports 
appeared claiming that Morocco 
was ' being swept by cholera. 
There were indeed about 100 
cases, mainly in Fez and Mefcnes, 
linked to poor santition, but 
Moroccans insist that claims of an 
epidemic were grossly exagger- 
ated. Another Mow to tourism 
was struck in December, when 
street demonstrations against ris- 
ing prices and unemployment ex- 
ploded into rioting in north era 
towns. 

The Gulf war was the the last 
straw. In Morocco, there was 
wide sympathy for Iraq and 
opposition to Rabat's mem- 
bership of the anti-Baghdad 
coalition. But many Moroccans 
jumped aboard the pro-Iraq 
bandwagon, mainly because the 
crisis offered a new stick with 
which to beat their gover nm ent, 
whose real sin was not its support 
for Washington but its handling 
of the local economy. Moreover, 
there is widespread distaste here- 
for the personal profligacy of the 
Gulf princes. It was felt that the 


Kuwaitis had got what they de- 
served. 

Fearing that their citizens 
might be harmed. Western gov- 
ernments dealt Moroccan tourism 
its coup de grace by urging them 
to avoid the kingdom. At the 
same time, the bottom fell oat of 
tiie international air travel mar- 
ket because of fears of terrorist 
attacks. 

At tbe Casino, attached to the 
separately owned hotel of the 
same name which was a regular 
haunt of Winston Churchill, tak- 
ings plummeted. And it was the 
same all over Marrakesh, a city 
whose economy is about 70 per 
cent dependent on the tourist 
trade. A government backed 
campaign to encourage visits by 
Moroccans provided only scant 
relief. 

In early spring, when rbe 
weather is at its sparkling best 
and the surrounding peaks of tbe 
Atlas mountains are still covered 
with snow, it is usually hard to 
find a vacant hotel room. This 
year, ail Marrakesh’s hotels — 
from the five-star Mamonnia to 
the less grand but still impressive 
Atlas Afni — were virtually emp- 
ty, despite discounts of 35 per 
cent for foreigners and 50 per 
cent for nationals. The collapse 
reached into every nook and 
cranny of local business life. In 
the sprawling soq, shopkeepers, 
craftsmen and beggars alike were 
'in despair. So too were the snake 
charmers, comedians and fortune 
tellers who ply their trades iu the 
famous Jmaa AI Fna, the old 
city’s central square. 

In the city’s environs, the tour- 
ist trade was equally dead. On the 
road south out of Marrakesh, 
through the palm groves that 
surround the city and across the 
rich Haouz plain, the Oued Ouri- 
ka is 30km from town, a delight- 
ful valley carved through the low- 
er slopes of tbe Atlas by a rushing 
river fed by the snows above. In 
the Berber village of Ourika, a 
working water mill attached to 
the borne of a fanning family is a 
regular hah for package tourists. 
This year, tbe visitors have been 


few and far between. 

It has been the same at tbe 
nearby Ramuntcho hotel and res- 
taurant, managed by a French 
lady who 15 years ago escaped 
the wear and tear of life in Paris 
to settle in Marrakesh. The 
cuisine is exquisite and the prices 
moderate, but the restaurant has 
been ail but deserted. Forty 
kilometres to the south west, at 
the skiing resort of Oukaimden, 
2,650 metres above sea level, the 
slopes have had plenty of snow, 
but few foreign skiers. 

If the hoteliers, tourist guides, 
taxi drivers and street entertain- 
ers were worried, so too were tbe 
international bankers who man- 
age Morocco’s $21 billion foreign 
debt. This year, capital and in- 
terest payments are expected to 
total $2.6bn. Tourism is a pillar of 
tbe economy, earning hard cur- 
rency revenues of about $lbn. 
annually. Before the Gulf crisis, 
the industry was performing well. 
In the first seven months of 1990, 
tourist revenues totalled $645m - 
13 per cent higher than in the 
same period of 1989. According 
to one well placed banker, 
however, tourist receipts will fall 
by as much as $400m this year. If 
the tourism slump persists into 
summer, the figure will be even 
higher. 

Fortunately for the Moroccans, 
however, it looks as if tbe tourists 
are returning, albeit hesitantly. In 
the run-up to Easter. Spanish 
groups were visiting the sites of 
Marrakesh. Further south, at die 
seaside resort of Agadir, Scan- 
dinavians and Germans were 
trickling back.’ 

Whatever Morocco's mood at 
the height of the Gulf crisis, there 
is scant evidence now of sym- 
pathy for Saddam Hussein. In 
Marrakesh, the Iraqi president's 
bloody battle for survival is the 
subject of much interest. But a 
far greater pre-occupation is how 
to revive tbe tourist trade. What- 
ever doubts there migh t be about 
Western policy in the Gulf, Wes- 
terners are being welcomed with 
open arms — Middle East Inter- 
national, London. 


Nigeria’s number two 
cracks whip on civilian rule 


By John Owen-Davies 
Reuter 


KANO, Nigeria — A white- 
robed man with piercing eyes 
emerges from the crowd at a 
ceremony in Kano and bellows at 
Vice President Augustus Aikbo- 
mu in the Hausa language of 
predominantly Muslim northern 
Nigeria. 

Aikhomu, from the mainly 
Christian south, smiles after a 
translator whispers that the words 
uttered by the “praise singer," 
paid to reflect the mood of local 
people, are good. 

Everyone, including soldiers 
and police, relaxes as strains of a 
band playing “He's got the whole 
'world in his hands” dominate a 
lull in proceedings. 

Aikhomu, a deep-voiced re- 
tired admiral, was visiting Kano 
after a week of Christian-Muslim 
violence that claimed np to 400 
lives in neighboaring Bauchi 
state. 

The Punishing three-day trip, 
during which he inaugurated gov- 
ernment buildings and water 
schemes, was designed to take 
the political pulse of the people 
and push the military govern- 
ment's plans for a return to civi- 
lian rule in October next year. 

Aikbomu, 51 mixes military 
toughness with geniality during 
his duties as front man for Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangjda on over- 
seeing state administrations and 
tiie power transition. 

“Any further religious disturb- 
ances will be put down firmly,” 
be said on day one, referring to 
tiie worst religious rioting to hit 
Africa's most populous country 
since the early 1980s. 

The government has said it is 
determined that such violence 
will not obstruct the path to 
civilian rule, which started in • 
earnest last December when two 
government-created parties 


fought nationwide local elections. 

Speaking calmly at a new offi- 
cial building complex, Aikhomu 
later warned newiy-formed local 
government not to abuse the au- 
thority invested in them and cre- 
ate states within states. 

Aikhomu also plays a leading 
role on the economy, especially 
in pursuing austerity programmes 
introduced five years ago after a 
plunge in world oil prices prop- 
elled Nigeria from boom to near 
bust. 

Babangida, A Muslim and a 
general who seized power from 
General Mnhammadu Buhari six 
years ago, chose Aikhomu as his 
number two in 1986. 

Since being retired from the 
navy in 1990, along with many 
other senior military officers, 
Aikbomu has sought to give a 
softer face to military rule as the 
planned handover nears. 

Nigeria had been ruled by the 
military for 20 of the 30 years 
since independence from Britain. 

The previous era of civilian 
rule in 1979-83 sank under a 
morass of corruption and mis- 
management, which many Nige- 
rians fear could return after the 
transition. 

Much of the onus for successful 
civilian rule rests on Nigeria’s 
many and varied traditional rul- 
ers, who command great respect 
from their people and are courted 
by senior officials. 

Tins was demonstrated when 
the emir of Kano, a top Muslim 
traditional ruler, hosted Aikho- 
mu at an afternoon of horse 
racing in Kano city, on the edge 
of the Sahara desert. 

As Aikhomu left the VIP 
stand, he was accorded quiet re- 
spect from people lining his way. 
But as the emir passed, most 
people bowed, reached out and 
heaped words of praise on their 
leader. 

While Aikhomu travelled in a 
modest Peugeot 504 saloon in a 


35-vehicle motorcade, the emir 
used his white, custom-built 
stretched Cadillac 
“He (Aikhomu) is a patriot 
who would work 26 hours a day if 
it was in the interest of the 
country,” the vice president's 
press secretary, Nduka Irabor, 
told Reuters. •, 

“He is a fatherly figure wfrf 
seeks to get things done without ' 
hurting people,” added Irabor, 
an independent journalist who 
was jailed under a harsh anti- 
press decree introduced by 
Buhari and later repealed by 
Babangida. 

Another journalist, who fbF 
lows Aikbomu for his newspaper, 
said; “He is performing credi tab- 
ley. He is very humane and there; 
is no whiff of scandal around him , 
at [east that I know of.” 

In an interview with Reuters, 
Aikhomu said tbe transition pro- 
cess was on course and that he 
believed another military coop 
was unlikely.; 

_ “This is tire first time in the 
history of this country that a 
meaningful intervention by the 
military had meaningful' objec- 
tives, both economic and politic- 
al he said. 

Some commentators say there 
is no guarantee that tiie army, - 
which sees itself as protector of 
the constitution, will remain in 
barracks after the transition if the 
third republic fails to meet the 
military’s aspirations for the 
country. 

The prospect of bowing out of . 
public life next year appeals to 
Aikhomu, a former chief of 
general staff and a cade t in the 
early 1950s at Britain's Dart- 
month naval college. 

will fake f a well-deserved • 
holiday with my family, but serv- 
ing with government has given- 
me a different appreciation of the 
problems of this country," said 
Aikhomu, who is married and has 
.two sons and four daughters. . 
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PLO, Arab states may meet I FrOITI death ZOneS tO Q 


(Contained from page 1) 

contributing towards a solution, 
but the United States is rejecting 
such approach under Israeli influ- 
ence.” 

“It has been proved that the 
European nations are incapable 
of exercising pressure so that 
their participation in the coming 
conference can be real and active 
and perhaps they would attend in 
an observer status." Mr. Kad- 
doumi said. 

“By experience we have learnt 
a great deal with regard to the 


European stands, but we consider 
the position of Europe, including 
the Soviet Union, as friendly.” he 
said. 

The PLO official also said a 
decision by the Saudi-led Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) to 
send an observer to a U.S.- 
proposed peace conference had 
damaged Arab interests. 

“This decision was taken with- 
out our knowledge," Mr. Kad- 
dotimi told reporters. 

“This is a card that serves the 
interests of others and not the 
Arabs,” said Mr. Kaddoumi. 


‘No escape from U.N. resolutions' 


(Co ntinued from page 1) 
more areas of agreement than 
disagreement despite continuing 
differences on the shape of the 
peace talks. 

Official Syrian newspapers on 
Sunday repeated demands for a 
U.N. role in any peace talks and 
stressed Syria's key position in 
achieving a settlement. 

“Israel knows more than any- 
one else that is it impossible to 


ignore Syria...,” the official daily 
Tishreen said in an apparent re- 
ference to hints from Israel that a 
peace conference might be held 
without Damascus. 

“'Hie U.S. administration’s 
credibility is now being tested and 
its support for justice would 
prove that no force could defeat 
international legitimacy and chat 
no peace could be achieved with 
(Israeli) occupation.” 


Kuwait begins summary trials 

(Confimied from page 1) ... .... . - . 


Sabti Jumaa got 12 years for 
helping the Iraqis and theft. Thia 
was also fined 200 dinars (almost 
$600) for possessing Iraqi bullets. 

The help they gave the Iraqis 
6-v was not specified. 

Iraqi Sabah Hassan Ahmad 
Shamki was given a total 13 yean 
for helping the Iraqi forces and 
possessing firearms. 

Sh amki told the judges that 
much of his confession was ex- 
tracted by torture. He said he 
only got to know Iraqi occupation 
forces after paying an 8,000 dinar 
($24,000) bribe to get his brother 
out of jail. 

Two men sentenced in absentia 
were Ahmad Hassan Mir’i, an 
Iraqi, given a 3 Vi year sentence 
,, an a 40-dinar ($120) fine for 
collaborating and possessing 
ammunition, and Jihad Moham- 
mad Daond. a Jordanian, 
ordered jailed for five years. 

Among those acquitted of 
alleged collaboration with Iraq 
was an Egyptian, Azouz Moham- 
mad Azouz. 

Azouz had been charged for 
allowing a group of Iraqi shoe 
merchants to stay in his house 
overnight. after they ate in the 
restaurant where he worked and 
told him they could not find an- 
f empty hotel room. 

Preliminary hearings were be- 
gun into the nine other cases but 
• these were postponed until later 
this month or June. 

One of the accused, charged 


Palestinians appeal to U.N. 


(Continued from page 1) 

said: “The expulsion decision is 
^ aimed at fulfilling the Zionists' 
cherished dream of driving the 
Palestinians out of their land." 

In Damascus, Palestinian 
groups called for sanctions and 
other punitive measures against 
Israel. 

Spokesmen for the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP), the Democratic 
Front for the liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) and Fateh Uprising 
said the expulsions demonstrated 
that Israel had no respect for 
international law. 

Khaled A1 Fahomn, chairman 
^ of an alliance of four other. 
Palestinian groups that are 
opposed to the leadership of the 
PLO, urged Palestinians to esca- 
late their uprising in the occupied 
territories. 

“The expulsion illustrates 
Israel’s violation of all human 
rights laws. This requires as to 
escalate the uprising despite all 
Israeli repr e ssive measures,” said 
Mr. Faboum, a former speaker of 
the Palestine National Council. 

“We salute our masses in the 
Israeli-occupied territories and 
tell them that freedom has a big 
price,” he said. 

PFLP spokesman Omar 
Kutaish called on international 
human rights org ani sations to 
"respect their pledges and take 
actxmto protect the Palestinian 
people from the criminal Israeli 

i measures.” „ 

“These actions contradict an 
human and moral values and 
constitute a violation of intern^ 
tional laws and conventions, 
Mr. Kutaish said. 

A DFLP spokesm^^ a toe 
Israeli action “showed the United 
States of America was paying no 
attention to Israel’s violations 

human .rights in th© OCCUpNw 

territories- 

. M ItJ also showed that the 
double-standard poKcy a-s™ 
feting in Washington towaros 

peo^eoftimwoiW and *e viola- 
tion erf human rights. 

He called for ‘‘an muncdia® 

Security Council meeting 
■ adopt firm sanctions 
Israel because of its 
Hues and because it ignored 
^bounaTs previous resolutions. 


especially 681 and 682, which 
condemned the expulsion.” 

“We in the DFLP strongly con- 
demn the expulsion of the Palesti- 
nians from their homes and call 
on Arabs and friendly countries 
to take serious action to stop the 
Israeli measures.” 

Abdul Hadi Nash ash, spokes- 
man for Fateh Uprising, said 
Israel’s expulsion of Palestinians 
showed that “all attempts to 
reach a settlement with Israel 
would achieve no results.” 

"The United States is responsi- 
ble for all that is happening. If 
Washington does not take firm 
action against Israel it will con- 
tinue these repressive measures 
against Arabs in the occupied 
lands.” 


vision of the new Europe 



with aiding the enemy, admitted 
be had fired an Iraqi soldier’s gun 
in the air in the Arab style of 
celebration. But be maintained 
he was celebrating the Iraqi deri- 
sion, as U.S.-led coalition forces 
approached, to withdraw from 
Kuwait, not its occupation of the 
emirate. 

No Kuwaiti civilians attended 
the proceedings, which were 
watched by U.S. and British di- 
plomats and a representative of 
tiie International Committee of 
the Red Cross. 

Western governments have 
told Kuwait's government they 
are concerned about reports of 
human rights abuses, especially 
against Palestinians who formed 
the backbone of economic life 
before the Iraqis invaded last 
August. 

Kuwaitis are bitter about the 
support given to Iraq during the 
Gulf crisis by the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation. 

Many in the 200,000-member 
Palestinian community — about 
half its pre-invasion strength — 
say they are still victims of a 
witchhunt, despite official con- 
cern about Kuwaitis taking the 
law into their own hands. 

Kuwaiti officials said three 
Jordanians were found innocent. 

Collaboration can carry the 
death sentence by public hanging 
if state security is judged to have 
been threatened and in cases of 
sabotage and espionage. None 
faced those counts on Sunday. 


By Omar Sattanr 

ONCE they were “death 
zones” — stretches of no- 
man Viand separating the for- 
mer Eastern bloc countries 
from each other and from the 
West, occupied only by guard 
dogs and soldiers. 

With the tearing down of the 
iron curtain the zones, totalling 
more than 2 million hectares (5 
million acres), are being prom- 
oted by conservationists as the 
building-blocks of a new ecolo- 
gically sound Europe. 

For more than 45 years these 
borderlands have been un- 
touched by industry or agricul- 
ture. They have evolved into 
natural wildlife sanctuaries, 
containing plants and animals 
extinct elsewhere in Europe. 

Unless action is taken now 
to preserve these examples of 
Europe’s nature heritage, con- 
servationists fear that the 
borderlands will become 
another of Europe’s environ- 
mental casualties. 

In February 1990, Professor Dr. 
Hans-Peter Durr, director of 
the Munich-based environ- 
ment group Global Challenges 
Network, called for the newly 
opened frontiers to be pro- 
tected or at least exploited in 
an ecologically sound way. 

Durr calls the areas “ecolo- 
gical bricks" with which to 
bnild “the new house of 
Europe”: “It sounds crazy but 
it could have tremendous con- 
sequences." 

To save the border areas 
from the Eastern Europe's 
rapidly developing commercial 
sector, more than 50 environ- 
mental organisations have now 
become members of the Vien- 
na-based action alliance “Eco- 
logical Bricks for Our Com- 
mon House of Europe.” 

The Ecological Bricks 
alliance has pinpointed 24 


areas from Finland to Greece 
that should be designated pro- 
tected areas or allowed to de- 
velop according to long-term 
development plans that offer 
protection of natural re- 
sources. 

One of the coordinators of 

the alliance. Alexander Zinke. 
says: "We think that these 
areas are the most appropriate 
in which to realise a model of 
sustainable development. They 
could become examples for the 
rest of Europe.” 

But Eastern Europe’s shat- 
tered economies are forcing 
policy-makers to open the 
borderlands So that their natu- 
ral resources can be exploited. 

Such is the case with the 
densely forested Sumava 
Mountains separating 
Czechoslovakia and Germany. 

Along with Germany’s 
Bavarian National Park, the 
Smava Mountains form the 
largest block of protected 
forest in Central Europe. They 
contain pine, birch, spruce, 
round-eared willow, heather 
round-leaved sundew, cotton 
grass, sedge and sphagnum 
moss. There are populations of 
lynx and ottets, back storks, 
capercaillie and black grouse, 
now extinct in Germany. 

“I have received reports that 
the Czech Ministry of Forestry, 
Water Management and Um- 
ber Industry is logging die 
forests and that there is now 
intensive agriculture in some 
areas," says Zbigniew Karpo- 
wicz of the World Conserva- 
tion Union’s Eastern Euro- 
pean Programme. “The effects 
were already noticeable in 
October last year.” 

Wolves, brown bears and 
lynx roam the remote areas of 
tiie Rhodope Mountains that 
divide Bulgaria from Greece 
and Turkey; 60 per cent of all 
European species of flowering 


plants grow there. 

Greece has protected pan of 
the area within its territory, the 
Rhodope Virgin Forest, Pirin 
National Park in Bulgaria is 
also protected. But these areas 
are small compared with the 
potential 700,000 hectares (1.7 
million acres) that could be 
protected in a single transbor- 
der international park. 

President of Bulgaria’s 
Wilderness Fund Jeko Spirido- 
nov says that the threat of 
environmental degradation is 
already apparent from over- 
grazing, excessive hunting and 
tourism. 

Zinke pins his hopes of sav- 
ing Europe’s “ecological 
bricks” on the public. While be 
hopes to receive funding from 
the World Bank or the Euro- 
pean Commission, ordinary 
people have been quick to re- 
spond to the calls for conserva- 
tion. 

Last year, the Austrian 
branch of the World Wide 
Fund for Nature funded a loan 
to save 411 acres (1.015 hec- 
tares) of the Austrian Danube 
floodplains from commercial 
development by selling parcels 
of land to the public at 20 
schillings (SI .60) per square 
metre. Within the year, the 
loan was repaid and an impor- 
tant wildlife habitat, forming 
part of a larger "ecological 
brick" area, was preserved. 

Plans are now underway for 
a national park on the Danube, 
funded in the same way. 

“We began in February 1990 
with nothing but a vision,” says 
Zinke. “Now more and more 
people help and have become 
members of the movement. 
The whole thing is very prom- 
ising." 

DO rr, however, is less opti- 
mistic: “More than a year has 
gone by and we still have no 
funding." — Pan os features. 
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Auto world taking electric car seriously 


By Catherine Arnst 
Reuter 

WORTHING, England — The 

first commercially viable electric 

cars should be in production by 
the middle of next year — not in 
Detroit or Japan but in the cosy 
seaside resort of Worthing, on 
Britain ’s sooth coast 

International Automotive De- 
sign (IAD), one of the world’s 
largest vehicle engineering firms, 
is developing the car under con- 
tract from a Swedish-British ven- 
ture called Clean Air Transport 
Svenska AB. It is to meet the first 
guaranteed market for battery- 
operated vehicles, tread-setting 
Los Angeles. 

That car-crazy city has passed 
laws which breathe new life into 

an area of automotive research 
tong dismissed by major car mak- 
ers. The laws stipulate that two 
per cent of aD cars, vans and light 
trucks sold in the state in 1998 
must be zero emission vehicles 
(ZEV)» meaning they give off no 
air-polluting exhaust. 

By the year 200s, 10 per cent of 
all cars sold most be ZEVs. 

Los Angeles already has eight 
million cars for 12 million 
c i t i z e ns, one of the highest con- 
centrations in the world. Half a 
mini on new cars are sold there 


each year. 

Since no ZEVs are available 
now, Los Angeles had to make 
sure someone had a product be- 
fore it could enforce the law. 
Clean Air beat more than 200 
proposals to win the city’s com- 
petition to design an electric car. 

The company will make 3,000 
can in tire first year of production 
and is assured of. selling only a 
relatively meagre. 10,000, about 
an hour’s output for a typical car 
manufacturer. 

But Geoffrey Harding , head of 
LAD’s electric car project, said 
more th^n 40 U.S. cities were 
watching the Los Angeles initia- 
tive. “If it is successful they will 
enact the same laws,” he said. 
“Once K starts, the market will be 
huge.” 

L-A.’s legislation has already 
spurred a concerted effort by car 
1 companies around the world who 
do not want to be frozen ont of 
tire Californian market. 

California has traditionally led 
the world in car pollution regula- 
tions. It was the first state to 
require emission-reducing cataly- 
tic conveners and most cars built 
in the United States are designed 
to meet the state’s tough stan- 
dards. 

Despite those standards, 77 per 
cent of the noxious fumes in the 


L.A. atmosphere come from car 
emissions. 

The problem is not limited to 
Los Angeles. Federal studies 
show that 101 areas in the United 
States violate ozone standards 
and 44 violate carbon monoxide 
standards. 

Industry Analysts estimate car 
manufacturers will spend up to a 
third of their research budgets in 
the next few years on develop- 
ment of low emission vehicles. 

Ford Motor Co. last month 
said it would build up to 100 
electric vehicles to gain operating 
experience, although it would not 
announce any concrete produc- 
tion plans. 

General Motors made a big 
splash last year when it unveiled 
the impact, a working prototype 
electric sports car, and has 
targeted production by 1998. 

GM, Ford and Chrysler haws 
also formed an alliance to spend 
$100 million developing battery 
technology, currently the big 
stumbling block for electric cars.' 
Japanese manufacturers and the 
government are also developing 
an electric car. 

But, sibce it usually takes at 
least five years from concept to 
market for a new car model, the 
Clean Air car should beat all of 
these to the market. 


Sir John Samuel, director of 
Clean Air, said work on the 
prototype is about half done and 
pilot production should begin in 
mid- 1992. They would produce 
30 units a week in Britain in 1993 
and start phasing in a U.S. plant 
around the end of 1994. 

However, IAD said that, as 
programme managers of the pro- 
ject, they think dean Air’s pro- 
jected production dates are too 
optimistic. 

IAD. which also had a hand in 
designing the popular Mazda 
MX-S Miata, has designed a spor- 
ty-looking three-door Sedan that 
can seat four comfortably. 

Samuel said the car, dubbed 
the LA 301, would meet all U.S. 
federal safety requirements and 
perform like any smaller car.able 
to go up to 75 miles per hour (120 
kph) and accelerate from 0 to 30 
miles per hour (0-46 kph) in sine 
seconds. 

The car also has a small inter- 
nal combustion engine, which 
kicks in automatically when the 
battery for tiie electric engine 
starts to run down. The battery 
can run for 60 miles (96 km) 
without recharging. 

Its main drawbacks are the 
price — around $25,000 and the 
six hours it takes to folly recharge 
the battery. 
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Meanwhile, Mercedes-Benz put out the ‘car of the 
single seat accomodates the driver. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 

PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. „ 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

tci cnaR76 604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 

■Wv\ amuam ^ 



• Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoan Real 


ret 810605, 810609, 
810528. 


The first &be*t 
- Chinese Restaurant 

in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahfiyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6-JO-Midnight 

7 * 1.638966 



(J^co rdq^ 

exclusive gift shopV. 

If itaiian shoes, 
leather goods, 1 
perfumes, lighters, I 
watches,pens, j 
silverware, | 

porcelain, I 

crystalware etc. I 

Shmeisanl - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO phot* 

sax* 30% larger 

• Fr*e diilary#- 
men* 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


yr J 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

* |qq^qd| 1 

Saadi Real Estate j 
687821/22 ' 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -tl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Steak House 

FOR THE BEST AMERICAN 

STEAKS IN TOWN 


DELUXE & 5UPEB DELUXE 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS I 
& SEMI VILLAS | 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 


The First Class Hotel in | 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every I 
room...! 


CROWN i 
INT’L EST. i 

packing, shipping. 8 
forwarding, storage. J 
clearing, door-to-door m 
service ■ 


ax over iha wortfl 

Tel: 604090, Fax: 090052 
Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. BOX 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN ^ 


T-BONE 


A MANY 


SERLOIN ! 


FILLET 


MANY KINDS OF STEAKS 

Mecca Street— Jaber Center 
Tel: 829064 — 829065 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403- Fax 602*34 
Telex 2388BDAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Tlvfegmcyfabce Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 
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Kaiserslautern battles through 
with 10 men to stay at top 


BONN (R) — Kaiserslautern sur- 
vived the first-half sending off of 
veteran goalkeeper Gerald 
Ehrmann to snatch a goalless 
draw at Fortuna Duesseldorf and 
hang on to their lead at the top of 
the German Bundesliga Satur- 
day. 

The south-west club, who 
fought to avoid relegation last 
season, struggled with 10 men 
after the 32-year-old Ehrmann 
was dismissed two minutes before 
the interval for a professional foul 
on Fortuna's Norwegian Joro 
Andersen. 

But despite stretching their un- 
beaten run to 12 matches, 
Kaiserslautern’s lead at the top 
was cut to two points after 
second-placed Bayern Munich 
beat Borussia Dortmund 3-2 Fri- 
day. 

As on of the most exciting 
championship races for years en- 
ters its final phase Karlheinz 
Feldkamp’s side are starting to 
show signs of nerves. The Bun- 
desliga has four round of fixtures 


remaming- 

Third-placed Werder Bremen, 
the 1988 champions, lost touch 
with the leaders after dropping 
two vital points in a 14) defeat at 
home by VFB Stuttgart. 

Now five points behind 
Kaiserslautern, their hopes of a 
trophy this season now look to 
hinge on next month’s West Ger- 
man Cup final against Cologne in- 
Berlin. 

After losing Ehrmann, Kaisers- 
lautern seemed happy to play for 
a draw and restricted their play to 
counter-attacks. 

“We had to rethink after the 
sending off. We are satisfied with 
a point,” Feidkamp said. “I hope 
the men in Munich get some new 
ideas. It’s harder to chase than to 
stay top.” 

Bayern needed an 88th-minute 
winner from teenager Christian 
Ziege at Borussia Dortmund af- 
ter Gerhard Poschner and 
Michael Rummenigge had scored 
for the hosts and Roland G ra- 
ja ammer and Dane Brian Laud- 


nip for the Bavarians. 

But coach Jupp Heynckeswas 
delighted his team were still in 
the championship race. 

“It was a great match and our 
best performance over 90 minutes 
this season.” he said. “We 
showed great spirit.” 

In the East German Oberiiga, 
seasoned European campaigners 
Dynamo Dresden beat Lokomo- 
tive Leipzig 2-1 away are now 
almost certain of the second qual- 
ifying place for next season's un- 
ited German first division. 

With one match to go, second- 
placed Dynamo are two points 
ahead of Rot-Weiss Erfurt. But 
they have a goal difference of 20 
compared to Erfurt's three and 
are very unlikely to be stopped 
from joining champions Hansa 
Rostock in the Bundesliga. 

The first division, however, 
will be without Hertha Berlin 
who lost their battle against re- 
legation when they were beaten 
3-2 at home by Watte nscheid. 


Graf storms into German Open final 


BERLIN (R) — A relaxed Steffi 
Graf flashed a clear message of 
intent to her rivals Sunday with a 
devastating performance in the 
semfinals of the German Open. 

The world number two pro- 
duced some of her best tennis in 
months to humiliate Czechoslo- 
vakia's Jana Novotna 6-1 6-0 and 
confessed afterwards she felt like 
the champion she used to be. 

“I felt like the old Steffi,” she 
said, reflecting on a traumatic 
year affected by allegations about 
her father Peter's personal life. 

“My serve needs a little work, 
but the way I was playing she 
wasn't able to do anything at all. I 
just feel much better in general 
about myself.” 

Spain's Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, a 7-5 5-7 6-4 winner over 
American Jennifer Capriati, will 
line up against her in Monday’s 
final but a shattered Novotna, the 
oldest semifinalist at the ripe old 
age of 22, predicted only one 
possible result. 

“If she (Graf) plays like she 
did today, there is no way anyone 
can beat her,” said Novotna, the 


fourth seed who upset Graf in die 
quarterfinals of the Australian 
Open in January. 

“She made nomflcstakesand I 
feel she is back to her best. No 
one has played as well against me 
this year." 

Graf, deposed as world num- 
ber one by Monica Seles in mid- 
March and under increasing 
pressure from Gabriela Sabatini, 
hasnot won a Grand Slam title for 
16 months. 

But with the French Open 
starting on May 27, she is show- 
ing every sign of a renewed appe- 
tite. 

After a night out at a rock 
concert, she looked infinitely 
sharper than she had been against 
quarterfinal opponent Radka 
Zrubakova, hustling Novotna-out 
of her stride from the outset. 

The unfortunate Czechoslovak 
had three break points for a 2-1 
lead in the first set and paid a 
heavy price for letting the Ger- 
man off the hook. 

She foiled to win another game 
and was systematically destroyed 
in all departments long before the 


Hansel wins at Preakness 


BALTIMORE (AP) — It took 
beaten Kentucky Derby favourite 
Hansel 14 hours by van to get to 
Pimlico. Then, it took him less 
than two minutes to prove that, 
indeed, he is a horse that belongs. 

Hansel, the lGth-pIace finisher 
in the derby, romped home by 
seven lengths Saturday in the 
Preakness at Pimlico and 
smashed the triple crown hopes 
of Derby-winner Strike The 
Gold, who finished sixth in a field 
of eight 3-year-olds. 

After owner Joe Albritton and 
trainer Frank Brothers made the 
decision Tuesday to bring Hansel 
to the Preakness, Brothers said, 
‘‘hopefully, he will redeem him- 
self. At his best, he should be 
competitive with these horses.” 

At his best. Hansel was much 
too much for his rivals. 

Albritton did not look at the 
smashing victory as redemption, 
however. 

“Redemption isn’t an issue in 
the horse business,” he said. 
“There are a lot more lows than 
there are highs, so you'd spend a 
whole lot of time in redemption if 
you have to redeem all your 
losses.” 

“Our plan was to make sure he 
was on his toes and in position 
going into the first turn and then 
let it up to him from then on,” 
said jockey Jeny Bailey. 


Hansel was third going into the 
first turn and he was thud going 
into the final turn. 

Soon after coming out of that 
last turn. Hansel was out of sight. 

His seven-length winning mar- 
gin over Corporate Report, who 
finished ninth in the derby, was 
the largest in the Preakness since 
little current in 1974. He achieved 
his victory in 1:54 for the 1 3-16th 
miles under scale weight of 126 
pounds (57 kilogrammes). 

Strike The Gold never was a 
factor, said jockey Chris Antley, 
because he struck bad luck from 
the outset. 

Antley, who took Strike The 
Gold six wide entering the stretch 
to find the victory path in the 
derby, said the Son Of Alydar 
was pinned on the rail for the 
entire Preakness trip and, “he 
didn't like it. He didn’t get a fair 
chance anywhere. He'll win the 
Belmont.” 

It was not immediately certain 
Strike The Gold would get 
another shot at Hansel in the 
1 mile Belmont Stakes on June 
8 . 

As to whether Hansel would 
make the trip to New York, 
Brothers said, “if be comes out of 
the race all right. I'll have to talk 
to Mr. Albritton and we will see 
about it. He is a lasix horse but' 
not a bad bleeder.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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LOSE ONE, WIN TWO 


Ea5l-W«i 
deals. 


vulnerable. South 


WEST 


NORTH 

* Void 
' Q 8 7 

K J 10 5 2 

* Q 9 5 4 2 

EAST 


* Q 9 6 4 2 


* A J 

* 5 4 
A Q 


10 3 


6 3 


8 7 4 

♦ A J 7 3 * K 10 6 

SOUTH 
4 K 8 7 3 

• A K J 10 9 6 3 
9 

* 8 

The bidding: 

South Wcsi North East 

4 - Pass Pass Dbl 

Pass 4 4 S' Pass 

Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Two of . 

This deal is from a match between 
two learns of internal ionalisis. It 
was not uniii much later that one of 
the players spotted that the deal was 
a real gem. 

South was a little unhappy at not 
being given a chance to double four 
spades, although no one could fault 
Nonh for competing with five 
hearts, (indeed, to defeat four 
spades requires very careful de- 
fense. I West elected to lead a trump. 


Declarer won in hand and ran the 
nine of diamonds to East's queen. 
The trump return was taken in dum- 
my and the king of diamonds was 
led for a ruffing finesse. Whether or 
not East covered immediately, de- 
clarer was eventually able to discard 
three losers on the good diamonds, 
using a spade ruff as the entry to 
dummy. 

That all seems normal enough, 
doesn't it? Take a good look at the 
diagram before reading on. 

Actually. West h3d found an ex- 
cellent lead, forcing declarer to use 
an entry before it could be put to 
profitable purpose. Have you seen 
how the de Tense can prevail? 

Suppose that, when declarer runs 
the nine of diamonds. East does not 
win the trick. Declarer has won a 
cheap trick, but is now an entry 
short to set up the diamonds. South 
can ruff two spades in dummy, but 
as long as East covers any diamond 
led from the table, declarer will have 
to end up losing two spades and a 
club. 

incidentally, switch the five and 
six of diamonds, and declarer can 
always make the contract by over- 
taking the nine of diamonds with 
dummy's ten. With the seven and 
eight dropping under the jack and 
king, the fourth round will be won 
by North’s six over East’s five! 


end of a contest lasting 59 mi- 
nutes. 

Sanchez Vicario’s victory over 
the 15-year-old Capriati, inter- 
rupted briefly by rain in the 
second set, required much more 

persistence. 

The young American, who had 
beaten her opponent in straight 
sets in their only previous meet- 
ing last year, provided spirited 
resistance and came back from 
4-1 down to 4-4 in a tense final 
set. 

It was not quite enough, 
however, and Sanchez Vicario, 
again employing her trademark 
drop shot from the back of the 
court, finally triumphed after two 
hours 21 minutes on court. 


Sanchez 

wins 

Italian 

Open 

tournament 


ROME (R) — Emilio Sanchez of 
Spain won his first major tennis 
title when he beat Argentine 
Alberto Mancini, who pulled a 
hamstring muscle in the second 
set, in file final of the Italian 
Open Championship Sunday. 

The unseeded Argentine, 
champion in 1989 but forced to 
qualify this year, retired when his 
ninth-seeded opponent led 6-3 
6-1 3-0. 

“At the start of the second set I 
felt a pain," Mandni, 22, said. 

The first game of the second set 
was the last Mandni won. He lost 
all support in his left leg and 
played with a bandage on his left 
thigh. 

The right-handed Sanchez, a 
clay court specialist ranked 16th 
in the world, took his total of 
career victories to 13. 



Mohammad Zoubi 


Jordan 
wins 2nd 
place in 
tae kwon do 


ZAGHREB — The Jordanian 
national tae kwon do team has 
won second place in the inter- 
national championships which 
ended at Zaghreb, Yugoslavia 
Saturday by securing one gold 
medal and four bronze medals. 
Mohammad Zoubi won the 
gold medal after beating com- 
petitors from Japan, Iran. 
Taiwan and Spain, while Taw- 
fiq Nweiser, Yousef Abu Zeid, 
Hussein Makki and Ammar 
Fabd secured bronze medals 
for the team. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan cabled his con- 
gratulations to the national 
team in Zaghreb wishing them 
further successes. 

In the 54-58 kilogramme 
category Hussein Makki beat a 
competitor from the Soviet 
Union 3-0 and a Canadian 24) 
and lost the semifinals match 
to a South Korean competitor. 
He won a bronze medal. 

In the 70-76 kilogramme 
category, Ibrahim Abu Zeid 
beat competitors from Bulgar- 
ia 3-0, Taiwan 2-0 and lost to a 
Yugoslav competitor 3-0. 

In the 50 kilogramme categ- 
ory Nabil Halawani lost to the 
South Korean competitor 2-4. 

In the 64-70 kilogramme 
category Yousef Abu Zeid 
beat the Turkish competitor 
4-3 but lost in the semifinal 
round and won a bronze med- 
al. 

In the 83 kgs category and 
above, Tawfiq Nweiser beat 
Turkey 3-0 but lost to an Egyp- 
tian competitor in the semifin- 
als and secured a bronze med- 
al. 


Tottenham celebrations soured by uncertain future 


LONDON (R) — After a night of ' undergoing surgery 


celebration, Tottenham’s 
thoughts Sunday turned to their 
uncertain future and the possible 
break-up of the team that earned 
the dub a record eighth F.A. 
Cup. 

Manager Terry Venables’ 
takeover bid of the financially 
crippled club appears no nearer 
success, an agent is already offer- 
ing players for sale to foreign 
dubs and their prize asset, mid- 
fielder Paul Gascoigne, was 


A potentially lucrative run m 
next season’s European Cup 
Winners' Cup may have thrown 
To ttenham a lifeline and given 
them a stay of execution from 
their creditors. 

But Venables would not be 
drawn on the state of his consor- 
tium’s bid after his side’s 2-1 
extra-time win over Nottingham 
Forest Saturday which brought 
him his first English trophy as a 
manager. 


Gascoigne’s big day ends 
in tears and hospital 


Motherwell 

wins 

Scottish Cup 


GLASGOW, Scotland (AP) — 
Steve Kirk scored in the fourth 
minute of overtime to give 
Motherwell its first Scottish Cup 
title since 1952 with a 4-3 victory 
over Dundee United. 

Dundee United, which sent the 
contest into overtime with a goal 
by Darren Jackson in the final 
seconds of regulation time, now 
has lost all seven of its Scottish 
Cup finals. 


LONDON (R) — Paul Gascoigne 
lasted just 17 minutes of Satur- 
day's F.A. Cup final as what was 
to be bis biggest and possibly 
farewell game for Tottenham en- 
ded in tears and hospital. 

The talented England midfiel- 
der, expected to play the domi- 
nant role at Wembley, lay in a 
hospital bed with tom knee liga- 
ments as his team mates cele- 
brated their 2-1 extra time victory 
over Nottingham Forest. 

Manager Terry Venables, 
fighting to prevent his leading 
player being transferred to Italian 
club Lazio, said he felt very sad 
for the 23-year-old Gascoigne. 

“It was tiie biggest day of his 
life and he missed it,” Venables, 
who is trying to put together a 
takeover bid for the financially- 
troubled London club, said. 

“We spoke to him by phone in 
hospital and be was naturally 
upset. 

“He played a major part in our 
cup run, got himself fit after a 
double hernia operation to help 
us through the semifinal and then 
misses the final after such a short 
time on the field. It’s very said.” 

Gascoigne, though, was totally 
to blame for a self-inflicted injury 
after a lunging tackle on Forest 
defender Gary Charles. 

Forest scoring from the result- 
ing ftee-Idck and within three 
minutes Gascoigne, openly weep- 
ing, was stretcher ed off. He was 


later carried by stretcher to an 
ambulance clutching a pillow 
over his face and taken to a 
private hospital. 

Venables, asked if Gascoigne 
had played his last game for 
Spurs, said: “I can't honestly 
answer that. 

“He's got a bad injury and 1 
don’t know what Lazio's feelings 
would be about that. I am doing 
everything I can to stop him 
going.” 

According to Italian journal- 
ists, Lazio signed a deal with 
Tottenham on April 26 and 
lodged transfer papers with the 
Italian Soccer Federation. 

In a television interview before 
the game, Gascoigne said of his 
projected move: “I don’t know 
what's happening at the mo- 
ment.” 

Tears and Gascoigne have 
been associated since last year's 
World Cup finals in Italy when he 
made the leap from international 
footballer to national hero. 

Gascoigne wept three times 
during England’s epic semifinal 
against West Germany — when 
he was booked for a foul which 
would have ruled him out of the 
final, before the penalty shoot- 
out and at the end of the match. 

Now he waits anxiously to find 
the extent of an injury which 
ironically brought a premature 
end to Forest manager Brian 
Clough's playing career. 


Aldridge and Atkinson 
spoil Barcelona’s party 


BARCELONA (R) — Real 
Sociedad marksmen John 
Aldridge and Dalian Atkinson 
sent Barcelona tumbling to a 3-1 
defeat which spoilt the new Span- 
ish soccer league champions’ par- 
ty - 

Barcelona's first home defeat 
of the season anded a week of 
disappointment in which they lost 
2-1 to Manchester United in the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup fin- 
al in Rotterdam. 

Celebrations in the Nou Camp 
Stadium for the league title they 
secured last weekend delayed the 
Irick-off 10 minutes, and then 
Barcelona were tormented by Ir- 
ish striker Aldridge and Britain’s 
Atkinson. 

After just two minutes. Real 
defender Miguel Fuentes sent a 
long pass to Atkinson, who drib- 
bled past Nando Nunoz and 
Dutch libero Ronald Koeman be- 


fore hitting a left-foot shot high 
into Andoni Znbizarreta’s goal. 

Fuentes then found Aldridge in 
the 39th minute and the Irishman 
confronted a charging Znbizarre- 
ta and rolled home a low shot to 
make it 2-0 for the basque side. 

Their third goal came after 53 
minutes when Atkinson passed to 
Aldridge in the centre and he 
tapped the ball borne to become 
top scorer in the first division 
with 17 goals, though Atletico 
Madrid's Manok) Sanchez has a 
chance to catch him Sunday. 

Barcelona's only goal was a gift 
from Real keeper Jose Gonzalez, 
who fumbled a shot by Eusebio 
Sacristan in the 74th minute, 
Julio Salinas scooped up the loose 
ball to make it 3-1. 

Barcelona have now conceded 
seven league goals in two games 
after last weekend’s 4-0 away 
defeat to bottom-placed Cadiz. 



Andy Capp 


| Cm sure he*stvo>timing 

ME/ PUD. AND I'LL BET IT’S 
ONE OF THE GIRLS 
IN HIS VM3RK-PORCE 




SHE HATES COMING ROUNb 
TO THE RECTORY, A43V— IT 


SS^LLY HURTS HER TO HEAR 
/THEM - * “ *“ 


IBM CALLING ME 'BOSS* 



Safi. 


Mutt c n’Jeff 



“I’ve got to see what’s going to 
happen with the next round of 
talks.” said the former Barcelona 
boss, adding that they had not yet 
been scheduled. 

If the protracted tbalks feD to 
land Venables control of Tot- 
tenham, who are £18 million ($30 
million) in debt, be is almost 
certain to leave and several of his 
cup- winning squad will be sold to 
cut the bank overdraft 
Gascoigne, who was having ex- 
ploratory surgery Sunday to de- 
termine the severity of his knee 
ligament injury in the same hos- 
pital where he had a hernia op- 
eration in March, was widely 
expected to be sold to Italian dob 
Lazio tins month in a world re- 
cord transfer deal estimated at ' 
£8.5 milli on (514.5 million). 

That deal, apparently agreed to 
placate the creditors, could be 
threatened by the 23-year-old En- 
gland international’s recovery, 
although Venables said after 
visiting him Saturday night: 
“He's going to be okay. He's a lot 
better th an we first thought.” 
Lazio President Gian Marco 
CaUeri, speaking on Italian tele- 
vision, said: “I’m sorry for Gas- 
coigne, but we'll have to wait and 
see just how serious bis injury is ' 
before dedefing anything.” 
Tottenham showed in coming 


back from a gpal dowiv against 
Forest that they are a topdas* 
side . even without, flrejr. giftp j - 

playmaker. . , * L. J 

But Venables, has vqwed \n 

fight to keep Gasa)igu6^ who ~ 
scored six gads 
tion and played a key 'rofe^Jn; 
taking the London drab' to the 
final. • '- 

Tottenham showedrgtEat^bfiar : 
acter in figbtmg bacfc after.fosajg 

Gascoigne artLgping: bcWntLij. 
the 15th minulaWien the, Inning 
tackle wind] dgifiageti his (Gas- 
coigne’s) knee resulted-.m Stuarr 
Pearce scoring dire^ f^- a 

free-kick. T .'j 

They overwhelmed JF<w^ ij 

midfield and never wilted despite ‘ 
having a se em i ng l y legitimate 
Gary Lineker goal disallowed -fa 
offside and a first-half Lfafar 
penalty saved by/Mark Crossfey. 

Tottenham’s rewhtdsr l foV 
perseverance and a superior per- 
formance came just: after halftone 
when Paul . Stewart equalised to 
send the game ratoextrirtinfe 
* Forest never looked fike scor- 
ing again, and Tottenham - cd- , 
tected tbeir first trophy snrce^wn- 
mng the 1984 UEFA Cup when 
England defender Des .Walker, 
under pressure from p corner, 
headed an own goal four minutes 
into extra time. 



THE BETTER HALF. 


ly Harris 



“We didn't get to go on vacation 
this year, but our money got 
to go to New York, Denver, 
Los Angeles, Chicago...” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles,' 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


□ 

EV 

NG 




m 



YONIR 


HJJC 

JL 


REPERF 


□ 


I 


n 


WEENST 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

7 Y ^ 



WHAT THE 
PORCUPINE'S FUTURE 
MATE 6AIC7. 


form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Anouupr YOU HAVE | 
«R>TO. MANY 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: COMET STEED BLOODY EMBALM 

Answer That playboy has no respect for age unless it's 
this— BOTTLED 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Catbird — 

5 Onion kin 
9 Share 

1* Sandwich type 
15 Farm measure 
IB Metropolitan 

17 Horse or hand 

18 Donkey's cry 
t9 Take on by 

choice 

20 OJd-ume London 

m 

23 Man up front 

24 Dutch cheese 

25 Inquire 
27 Fty 

32 Specter 
36 Division word 

39 Defeat 

40 Old Glory 

43 Region 

44 Sign light 

45 Orchestra 
members 

46 Conquered 
48 Lobby Sign 

50 Come Into view 
S3 Empower 
58 With -The.” Civil 
War adversaries 

62 Metz money 

63 US author 

64 Top-drawer 

65 Restrict 

66 Gr. cheese 

67 Filled tortilla 

68 lr. poet 

69 Explotter 

70 Paradise 


1 

2 

3 

1 

n 




17 




20 - 










£1991 Tnounv UmMt Sarwcas. Inc 
Ml Hlg|W» ft aa rvoa 


DOWN 

1 Camrval 
character 

2 Unearthly 

3 Fragrance 

4 — down 
(muted) 

5 Works hard 

6 Beige color 

7 Expunge 

8 — up (excited) 

9 Misgivings 
iCtnofc 

language 

11 Hautboy 

12 Lights out! 


13 Rocker Adam 

21 Wasteland 

22 hem for Mehta 
26 Airborne toy 

28 Ger. river 

29 Floor cover 

30 Wind-driven 
clouds 

31 — out (makes 

- do) 

32 Seize 

33 Ron can word 

34 Pindar's 
works 

35 Hard M 

37 Modem: pref. 

38 Works on 
leather 

41 Nehru's land 

42 Loafer 
47 Builds 

49 Give audience 
agam . 

51 Foul-up 

52 Margins 

54 Type size 

55 Expansive 


Yesterday's Panto Solved: 


nnao nnnnn nnc 
ngnn nrannn nnnQ 
ngHiatanngnnHnBcio 
rnmn nnnnn ononn 
aoHnnnn non 
ncp.i HHHnmnfln 
□nsn moann nnci 

nan annnn onnn 
ariDnnnnn nnn 
^ nnn iTiRQQDno 

nrnncnB nnnnn anc 

ngnra nnnnn bnnn 
anm annnn tTinon 


56 Kmght'e 
weapon 

57 Keep an — 
(watch) 

58 Creamy cheese 


59 Prayer wheel 
user 

60 Module 

61 Pierre's noggin 

62 Aviate 
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Weekly market summary 
May 13-May 17, 1991 


Comecon to foe buried in 
Hungary next month 


In a continuation to the significant 
dollar had witnessed during the 
previous week, the V.S. dollar 
maintained its downward trend ear- 
ly last week, to reach its lowest 
levels Wednesday, then rallied 
Thursday and Friday to end the 
week wdl above its earfy lows. 

The dollar traded higher against 
the yen but lower against the mark 
and other European currencies in 
the Far East Monday as dealers 
continued to take long dollar and 
mark positions against the yen in 
anticipation of a drop in Japanese 
interest rates. Bank of Japan’s in- 
tervention stopped the yen's slide, 
but the move was later explained as 
an attempt to stabilise yen ex- 
change rates as a prelude to lower- 
ing the discount rate. The dollar 
i rallied briefly aga i nst the mark in 
Europe later that day as tumours 
that the Bundesbank president Kart 
Otto Poehl, will resign before the 
. end of the year resurfaced. The 
rumour was disregarded in New 
York and the mark finish ed higher 
as cross trading activity featuring 
long mark/short yen positions re- 
sumed. 

The U.S. currency fell further 
Tuesday, dropping below support 
at (1.70) marks and fuelling ex- 
pectations of an imminent drop to 
(1.65) marks. The U.S. currency 
had edged slightly higher in early 
New York trading at the release of 
retail sales figures showing a slight 
drop of (0.1%) in April, while 
March figures showed a rise of 
(0.4%) r revised from a (0.8%) foil. 
April consumer prices rose 
(0.2%), but had little impact as 
they were in line with expectations. 
But observers maintained that the 
dollar was weighed on by the lack 
of any indication of an imminent 
U.S. economic recovery,, by an 
apparent easing of political tensions 
in the Soviet Union and by a 
growing feeling that the German 
economy can handle the problems 
brought about by the German uni- 
fication. The German currency 
drew further strength from a gener- 
al market reassessment of the im- 
pticarions of Mr. Poehl’s possible 
resignation. White the Bundesbank 
president continued to refuse to 
comment on the subject, be was 
reported as saying the Baundes- 
bank would have to imrintwn a 
relatively restrictive monetary poli- 
cy, minutes before the New York 
market dosed. 

The dollar dropped to its lowest 
levels during die week Wednesday, 
closing in New York at (1.6833/43) 
marks, (137.07/17) yen and at 
(1.7540/50) dollars to the sterling 
pound. As die market continued to 
reassess the U.S. currency’s upward 
ur ge since the eod of the Gulf war, 


the dollar was pushed further down 

by a statement issued by German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who was 
reported to have told a news con- 
ference “We will not do anything 
that will endanger the stability of 
the German currency.” 

Confirmation by a Bundesbank 
official that Mr. Poehl would resign 
before the end of this year, and 
position readjustments by dealers 
ahead of the weekend and the 
release of U.S. trade figures for 
March Friday, combined to raise 
dollar exchange rates in Europe 
and New York Thursday, and in the 
Far East Friday. The U.S. currcocy 
rose further in late Europe and 
early New York Friday at the re- 
lease of U.S. balance of payments 
figures showing a drop in the trade 
deficit to S(4.05) billion in March, 
compared to expectations of a 
£(5.6) billion defidt. But the rally 
soop lost steam as it became dear 
that the defidt reduction was 
caused by a drop in U.S. imports 
rather than a rise in expotrs, which 
was interpreted as a farther sign of 
weak U.S. economic activity. Tbe 
dollar later surged, however, when 
Sweden announced that the crown 
would be tied to the ECU instead of 
the previous basket of correndes, 
which induded the dollar. Scan- 
dinavian arbitrageurs who were 
caught short doQars/long marks on 
an interest arbitrage play were 
forced to scramble the unwind long 
mark positions on tbe one hand, 
and to cover short drop it positions 
on die other. 

Despite intervention by the Bun- 
desbank and the Federal Reserve, 
the dollar rose to end tbe week well 
above dosing levels at the eod of 
the previous week a gainst Euro- 
pean currencies, but slightly lower 
against the yen, at (1.7380/90) 
marks, 138.30/40) yen and at 
(1.7105/15) dollars to pound. Mark 
gains versus the yen were thus 
wiped-out as the German currency 
ended the week at (79.58) marks, 
down from a Wednesday high of 
(81.44) yen, and from a dose of 
(80.49) yen at tbe end of the pre- 
vious week. 

Expectations of continued dollar 
weakness have all but faded as a 
result of last Friday’s develop- 
ments. Observers have concluded 
that technical buying, inspired by 
the dollar’s rise above (1 .72) marks, 
could fuel a further rise above 
(M.75) marks in the week ahead. 
However, confusion abounds as to 
whether Anther position readjust- 
ments by Scandinavian dealers can 
be expected this week as a result of 
the Swedish crown’s linkage to tbe 
ECU, and the net effect of said 
readjustments on major currency 
exchange rates. . 
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U.S. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
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Fr ench Franc 
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MOSCOW (R) — Comecon, the 
trade group that struggled for 42 
years to integrate the economies 
of the Soviet Bloc, will be dis- 
solved next month. 

Trade and economy ministers 
from Comecon, (he nine-nation 
Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance (CMEA). passed the 
death sentence on the organisa- 
tion at a two-day meeting in 
Moscow. 

The burial will take place at a 
final Comecon meeting in 
Budapest on June 28, Hungary’s 
International Economic Relations 
Minister Bela Kadar told a news 
conference Saturday. 

Members will continue to help 
each other on the difficult road to 
a market economy and try to 
revive their flagging trade. 

“The delegations were unani- 
mous that the dissolution... is not 
the funeral of cooperation as 
such,” Kadar said. 

Comecon will formally expire 
at the end of September, 90 days 
after the documents dissolving it 
are signed. The signing in 
Budapest will be attended by the 
ministers who came to Moscow, 
not the prime ministers who 
made up the ruling council. 

Following the Budapest meet- 
ing. a liquidation commission will 
discuss sharing out Comecon 
property, which includes its head- 
quarters in a Moscow, skyscraper 
beside the Moskva River. 

“The main question is CMEA 
property and there are no identic- 
al positions among the delega- 
tions,” Kadar said. 

Cooperation between members 
of Comecon — the Soviet Union, 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hun- 
gary, Poland and Romania, and 
Moscow's Third World allies 
Cuba. Mongolia and Vietnam — 


would in future be bilateral and 
for mutual advantage, Kadar 
said. 

They would also set up a new 
consultative body to discuss com- 
mon problems and exchange eco- 
nomic information. 

”It will be a kind of forum 
enabling certain countries to 
open up to the world economy 
and to adapt to a market economy.” 
Kadar said. The new body could 
also look at regional problems 
such as the environment and in- 
frastructure. 

Ministers have not yet agreed 
details of the new body, including 
whether membership should be 
limited to Europe or whether 
Co me con’s Third World coun- 
tries could participate. 

Comecon was founded in 1949 
to integrate the economies of the 
Soviet Bloc by harmonising cen- 
tral plans and allowing different 
ral resources but relatively 
rent industries. 

The Soviet Union, rich in natu- 
ral resources but relar.tively 
underdeveloped, provided cheap 
energy and raw materials to its 
industrialised allies, who in re- 
turn supplied it and each other 
with cheap, but poor-quality, 
manufactured goods. 

Though Comecon succeeded in 
its aim of integration — five years 
ago members oonducted 60 per 
cent of their foreign trade with 
each other — the system meant 
members were cut off from the 
world market and its competitive 
influences. 

Trade was conducted through a 
web of interlocking government 
barter agreements and deals were 
booked in an accounting unit, the 
transferable rouble — which had 
no real existence and in practice 
could not be transferred. 


Japan deports 
record number 
of illegal 
foreign workers 

TOKYO (R) — Japan deported a 
record 29,884 illegal foreign 
workers last year, 80 per cent up 
on 1989, a justice ministry report 
said Saturday. 

Bangladesh topped the list with 
5,925 people deported, followed 
by 5,534 South Koreans and 
4,465 Malaysians. 

The number of male illegal 
workers increased significantly 
and jobs taken by females were 
becoming more varied, the minis- 
try said. Ir estimates Japan has 
about 100.000 illegal foreign 
workers at any given time. 

Tbe report blamed the jump in 
illegal immigrants on the wide- 
ning economic gap between 
Japan and the rest of Asia. 

A record 11 million Japanese 
travelled abroad in 1990, up 
almost 14 per cent over 1989, 
according to another justice 
ministry report. 

A record number of foreigners 
also entered Japan as tourists or 
workers in 1990, added the minis- 
try, which is in charge of im- 
migration affairs. 

A total of 10.99 million 
Japanese travelled abroad last 
year for business or pleasure, the 
report said. 

Tbe figure represents a 13.8 
per cent rise over 1989. 

Young adults in their 20s 
accounted for about a third of all 
Japanese travelling overseas in 
1990, the ministry said. 

A total of 3.5 million foreign 
nationals entered the country last 
year as tourists or workers, up 
almost 17 per cent over the pre- 
vious year, it said. 


British inflation comes down 


LONDON (R) — British infla- 
tion figures showed a sharp all 
Friday and were promptly seized 
on by the Conservative govern- 
ment as good news after an over- 
night setback in a key parliamen- 
tary by-election. 

The annual inflation rate for 
April fell 1.8 percentage points 
from the previous month to 6.4 
per cent, the largest drop in a 
decade. 

The government indicated 
that, like financial markets and 
the Bank of England, it was not 
persuaded that the inflation fall 
was secure enough to loosen the 
screws on monetary policy. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Finance Minister) Norman 
Lamont did not follow up with a 
cot in interest ratps to stimulate a 
recovery from the recession bit- 
ing across Britain. 

He said the government would 
evaluate the drop before deciding 
on further interest rate reduc- 
tions. 

“As inflation comes down 
obviously we may have more 
flexibility on interest rates,” 
Lamont said. “We are extremely 
well positioned and this is excel- 


lent news.” 

His caution might be influ- 
enced by tbe effect that changes 
in local taxes and home loan costs 
have on inflation. 

If local taxes and home loans 
are ignored, to give so-called 
underlying inflation, the fall in 
prices was much lower than the 
standard official measure — 
based on the retail price index — 
suggested. 

Lamont appeared to back cen- 
tral bank warnings that a prema- 
ture interest rate cut could reig- 
nite inflation. 

“The underlying rate of infla- 
tion is more stubborn. .. but what- 
ever measure you look at... they 
are all coming down gradually," 
he said. “But the battle against 
inflation is a battle that has to go 

- II 

on. 

Economists agreed, calling the 
stubbomess of underlying infla- 
tion disappointing. 

“All-in-all we have to have 
sympathy with the Bank of Eng- 
land that inflation isn’t licked,” 
said Ruth Lea, chief economist at 
Mitsubishi Bank. 

Since October Lamont has 
taken advantage of slowing price 
rises to make five cuts in official 


interest rates. Inflation has fallen 
to 6.4 per cent from 10.9 per cent 
and interest rates have been cut 
to 12 per cent from 15. 

The confederation of British 
Industry employers group said its 
members needed a rate cut now 
and the risks of strangling busi- 
ness were greater thana those of 
stoking inflation. 

The opposition Labour Party 
said the sensitivity of the official 
inflation measure to changes in 
taxes and other factors masked 
the true stubbornness of inflation. 

“It is increasingly apparent that 
this government’s slow battle 
against inflation is strangling our 
manufacturing industry, costing 
□s hundreds of thousands of 
jobs," Labour treasury spokes- 
woman Margaret Beckett said. 

Unemployment has surged as 
the recession took bold. Figures 
Thursday showed an 84,000 
monthly rise to nearly 2.2 million 
— tbe highest level since August 
1989 but a price Lamont says is 
worth paying to get inflation 
down. 

He promises recovery over the 
next six months, in time for an 
election which must be called by 
raid-1992. 


Sweden links krona with ECU 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Sweden 
moved another step along the 
road to European Community 
(EC) membership . when 
the central bank linked the krona 
to the European Currency Unit 
(ECU). 

With immediate effect, the 
Swedish currency will be allowed 
to fluctuate 1.5 per cent around 
the basic rate of 7.4 kronor to the 
ECU, the Riksbank announced. 

Tbe currency link had been 
expected since December, when 
Sweden’s Social Democratic gov- 
ernment announced its intention 
to apply for EC membership 
sometime this summer. 

“Sweden’s intention ro apply 
for membership to the EC implies 


that we also intend to partake in 
the monetary cooperation that 
exists within the Community." 
said Sweden’s Finance Minister 
Allan Larsson. “Sooner or later 
the current currency basket 
would have had to be abolished 
by linking the krona to the Euro- 
pean currencies." 

Norway took the same action 
in October. 

Bank of Finland Governor 
Rolf Kullberg said Friday that 
Sweden's action means Finland 
will have to consider seriously 
following suit. 

Larsson said the linkage to the 
ECU had closed the door to any 
possibility of devaluation. 

Opponents of the move had 


said Sweden should wait until 
domestic economic problems 
have been solved. The high infla- 
tion rate, at 10.9 per cent in April 
had been seen as a possible bar- 
rier to early linkage with the 

ECU. 

But Larsson said, “we are now 
on the right road to solve the 
problems we have been fighting 
against in the Swedish economy. 
Ahead, we can see price stabilisa- 
tion at European levels." 


GATT head says EC, 
U.S. have dialogue 
of deaf in trade talks 


GENEVA (R) — The United 
States and the European Com- 
munity (EC) are both to blame 
for the standstill in world trade 
talks, and must make the first 
moves to restart them, the head 
of the GATT trade forum has 
said. 

In a rare outburst, Arthur 
Dunkel, director-general of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT), likened U.S. 
and EC tactics at the 108-nation 
Uruguay Round of talks for freer 
world commerce to a dialogue of 
the deaf. 

“Trade relations across the 
Atlantic... are as bedevilled by 
accusations, self-righteousness, 
mutual misunderstanding and the 
inability to distinguish special- 
interest pleading from the general 
public good as seems possible," 
Dunkel said. 

The rest of the world had to 
helplessly watch potential econo- 
mic benefits slip away while the 
U.S. and EC endlessly weighed 
the political risks involved, he 
told a group of British parlia- 
mentarians in London. 

The Uruguay Round of GATT 

Land plot 
in Medina 
sells for 
$92 million 

RIYADH (R) — Land around 
the mosque of the Prophet 
Mohammad in the Saudi Holy 
Muslim City of Medina was au- 
ctioned off for record prices 
Saturday, making it some of the 
priciest real estate in the world. 

. The Saudi Gazette newspaper 
reported that 25 leading Saudi 
businessmen bid one plot up to 

116.000 riyals ($31,000) per 
square metre for the honour of 
owning land around one of 
Islam's holiest places. 

The biggest plot of 6,000 
square metres went for 347 mil- 
lion riyals ($92 million), tbe pap- 
er said. 

The paper said the executive 
office responsible for developing 
the land around the pilgrimage 
centre sold participants in the 
auction a 22-page booklet detail- 
ing rules and construction regula- 
tions for 5,000 riyals ($1,300) 
each. 

Turkish 
Airlines 
raises fares 

ISTANBUL (R) — Two weeks 
after ending a 38-day strike, the- 
state-owned Turkish Airlines 
(THY) raised its fares for domes- 
tic flights by up to 72 per cent, the 
semi-official Anatolian News 
Agency has said. 

From June 1, one-way Istan- 
bul- Ankara and Istanbul-Izmir 
ticket will be priced at 475,000 
lira ($119), up 58.3 per cent while 
those of Istanbul- Antalya, Istan- 
bul-Diyarbakir will cost 500,000 
lira ($126) compared to previous 

325.000 lira. 

THY said it lost one trillion lira . 
($250 million) because of tbe I 
Gulf crisis and the strike. 
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DR. YOUSEF KELAN1, FRCP 

Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians Consultant, 
internist endocrinologist and diabetologist announces, the 
opening of his private clinic at Jerusalem C. Centre, 
Gardens Street. 

Telephone: clinic 692996, Res. 834730 
HRS. 9 a.m.-l p.m., 4-7 p.m. 

TO LET 

A deluxe furnished apt. consists of three bedrooms, sitting room, 
dining room and 2 bathrooms. 

Location: Shmeisani — to the right of the 3rd traffic light signal 
from Sport City Circle towards Wadi Sakra. 

For more information, please call 601686, Mr. Ziad 


FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Behind Zahran Palace-Jabal Amman 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting room, dining 
room, telephone and garage. 

For Information please call 825948. 

REQUIRED 

TEACHERS OF ENGLISH FOR SUMMER SCHOOL 

English native speakers (preferably graduates) to teach 
children and adults. 

For further information please call tel. no. 680726 
between 4 — 6 p.m. 


talks, named after the country 
where they were launched in 
1986. have' been in limbo since 
failing to meet a December 1990 
deadline to reach accords to open 
up world markets for everything 
from beef to banking. 

Wide divergences between the 
12-nation EC and the U.S. and 
other leading farm trading na- 
tions over how deeply and how 
fast to cut trade-distorting farm 
subsidies remain a major obsta- 
cle. 

“It really is quite a sterile 
procedure for the major trading 
nations to throw figures back- 
wards and forwards as if merely 
winning the numbers argument 
somehow supplies an answer to 
the real challenges of the Uru- 
guay Round,” Dunkel said. 

“Trade policies and rhetoric 
which are founded on the idea 
that one side is all white and the 
other all black are bound to be 
both futile and counter- 
productive," he noted. 

GATT reviews of U.S. and EC 
trade policies showed there was 
not much to choose between 
them, Dunkel said, adding he did 


not doubt the U.S. and EC were 
committed at high political levels 
to achieve a major result in the 
Uruguay Round. 

“But political resolve is one 
thing, negotiation another. 
Whenever we attempt to trans- 
late political resolve into the 
nitty-grirty of negotiation, we 
appear to suffer from something 
akin to a dialogue of the deaf.” 
he said. 

Negotiators in Geneva were 
anxious to restart talks, and end 
the round this year if humanly 
possible, he added. 

But they were still awaiting 
confirmation the U.S. had “fast 
track” negotiating authority — 
under which Congress must 
approve or reject results of the 
bargaining as a whole. 

They were also looking for a 
signal from Brussels that the EC 
could negotiate authoritatively, 
responsibly and comprehensively 
on all subjects including agricul- 
ture. 

“Washington, Brussels and the 
EC member states have to take 
the first steps and break the 
log-jam.” Dunkel said. 


Dubai pushes ahead 
with refinery project 


DUBAI (R) — The Gulf trading 
port of Dubai is pushing ahead 
with plans for an oil refinery 
which industry sources say makes 
strategic sense but may not pro- 
duce a profit. 

A feasibility study is under way 
to build a refinery at Dubai's 
industrial base of Jebe! Ah, Un- 
ited Arab Emirates' Defence 
Minister Mohammad Ben Rashid 
AJ Maktoum was quoted as 
saying. 

Details on size, type and 
financing are scant but Moham- 
mad told the Gulf News daily the 
need for a refinery in Dubai had 
been felt when oil supplies were 
disrupted during the Gulf crisis. 

Oil industry sources say setting 
up a refinery is costly and fluc- 
tuating oil prices mean refining 
may not be profitable but it 
makes sense in terms of security 
of supply. 

“If they ask me to buy shares in 
the Dubai refinery I would say 
no, but I think the Dubai govern- 
ment is right in setting up a 
refinery to secure supplies,” a 
senior Western oil industry ex- 
ecutive said. 

The Emirate currently imports 
oil products from Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar. 

Oil industry sources say U.S. 
firms Bechtel and Caltex and 


South Korea's Yukong are 
among companies believed to be 
involved in the refinery project. 

The refinery is expected to 
have a capacity of 125,000 to 

150.000 barrels per day and 
would take four to five years to 
build. 

One industry executive said a 

125.000 barrels per day refinery 
would cost upwards of $1 billion. 

Oil industry sources believe the 
decision stemmed from Dubai's 
desire to be self sufficient in 
refined petroleum products with- 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

It is not clear if Dubai will 
process its own crude or import 
from other Gulf producers. 

Analysts said it made more 
economic sense to ship most 
crude output for processing near 
consuming centres and to process 
mainly for the domestic market in 
the emirate. 

Oil industry executives believe 
Dubai could consume half tbe 
output from a 125.000 barrels per 
day capacity refinery itself and 
export the rest, probably to the 
Far East. 

Total refined products demand 
in the UAE, excluding natural 
gas, is estimated to be over 

200.000 barrels per day (b/d). 


FOR EXPATRIATE SERVICES 
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A live-in maid needed. Salary attractive. 

Pis. call 614344 


UNFURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, large reception area, 
large kitchen, three bathrooms, two 
balconies, parking lot in Abdoun, 

Please 'contact tel: 816603 


FOR FOREIGN EMBASSIES AND COMPANIES 

Superbly furnished three bedrooms apartment off Mecca street. 
New unused furniture, fitted carpetting, individual central heat- 
ing. Long rental contracts. 

Enquiries 646128 before 9 a.m. or 817420 12-14. 


CARFORSALE 

Red Mazda sports coupe 1 985, GLX 626 automatic in 
excellent condition, air conditioner, PS, PB, radio, 
cassette player, centre lock. JD 2,500 duty unpaid 

. For more Information please contact 811308 (Miss Khufoud) 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED APA&fBBENTS 

Each consists of three bedrooms, sitting & living rooms, dining 
room, two baths, kitchen and three balconies. 

Independent central heating and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds' Garden. 

Tel.: 667862-665243-642351 





NATO is in dispute over how 
to deal with Eastern Europe 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO is 
divided over how to help old foes 
in once-Communist Eastern 
Europe, now that many seek aid 
from the Western alliance to 
overcome political problems and 
find stability. 

NATO sources told Reuters 
the differences came to a head in 
a meeting of the 16 ambassadors 
from alliance nations last 
Wednesday. Some, led by the 
United States and Germany, 
want to increase diplomatic and 
military contacts substantially. 

But France is worried that this 
could take away a vital role for 
the 34-nation Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), which it sees as 
an essential building block for 
rebuilding trust and confidence 
now the cold war is over. 

“The meeting last week saw 
the differences between France 
and the United States drawn 
quite sharply,” si ad one alliance 
source, who asked not to be 
identified. 

The problem goes to the heart 
of NATO's future role in Europe 
and how it fits in with other 
institutions tike the European 
Community and the CSCE. 

The alliance has made dear to 


countries like Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia — members of 
the now-defunct Warsaw Pact — 
that they will not be able to join 
the Western alliance and cannot 
expea security guarantees from 
the West. 

NATO is worried that any such 
moves could upset the already 
unstable Soviet Union, where 
hardliners are angry about the 
loss of Kremlin allies in Eastern 
Europe and the withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from those coun- 
tries. 

But Eastern European nations, 
feeling vulnerable in the Soviet 
shadow, have presented a long 
list of areas where they would like 
to cooperate, going beyond the 
high-level diplomatic and military 
contacts that the alliance has 
offered over the past year as a 
symbol of their new relationship. 

“They know they can’t have 
membership, but they want to get 
everything else they can," said 
another NATO source. 

Their “wish list” includes dis- 
cussing die potential problem of 
Eastern European mass migra- 
tion to the wealthy West, help 
with converting their arms indus- 
tries to civilian production, parti- 
cipation in NATO’s non-military 


scientific work and far more civi- 
lian contacts and exchanges. 

NATO foreign ministers, 
meeting in Copenhagen nexr 
month, axe expected to agree a 
new initiative in this field. But the 
current dispute may mean that 
this is watered down. "It's not 
clear whether we’ll have it re- 
solved by then,” said one source. 

Although disagreements within 
NATO on this issue have sur- 
faced before, a U.S.-German in- 
itiative in Washington this month 
has given the debate a new edge. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
produced a list of proposals for 
increased contacts. They were 
careful to include the Soviet Un- 
ion as well as other Eastern Euro- 
pean countries. 

The proposals included more 
high-level political visits in both 
directions and help with the prob- 
lems of civilian supervision of the 
military — not an issue previously 
when Eastern European nations 
were one-party Communist 
states. 

Other steps included conver- 
sion of defence industries, greater 
contacts between parliaments- 


Storm, fresh rains worsen floods; 
death toll rises to 85 in Bangladesh 


DHAKA (AP) — A storm lashed 
a northeastern town and torren- 
tial rains flooded more districts in 
th latest calamities to hit Bang- 
ladesh since last month's cyclone, 
weather officials said Sunday. 

More than 500 mud-and-thatch 
bouses were destroyed and trees 
and electricity poles were ripped 
off from the ground during a 
storm Saturday in Sylhet town, 
the weather office said. There 
were no deaths 

But two more people drowned 
in flood waters in Sy/het district 
and four people died in thunder- 
storms in Netrokona. raising to 
85 the official toll from floods this 
month. Newspaper reports say 
about 215 people have died. 

About 172,000 people have 
been left homeless by floods in the 
districts of Sylhet, Snnamganj, 
Habiganj, Netrokona and Moul- 
vi bazar. 


A weather official said 71 mil- 
limetres of rain fell Saturday 
further swelling River Surma and 
flooding new areas in hardest-hit 
Sylhet, a tea-growing region ab- 
out 200 kilometres northeast of 
Dhaka. 

The Manu and Khowai rivers 
in Sunamganj and Habiganj rose 
to flood levels Saturday, the offi- 
cial said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

A finance Ministry official said 
Sunday that Bangladesh plans to 
seek $2.3 billion in foreign aid to 
fond development programmes in 
the fiscal year beginning in July. 
That’s about $400 million more 
than last year’s donor country 
pledges, he said. 

The new foreign aid request 
will be made at a May 29-30 
meeting in Paris of Bangladesh 
aid consortium, a group of donor 
countries, the official said, speak- 


Mexican troops surround 
jail after 18 die in riot 


MATAMOROS, Mexico (R) — 
Hundreds of Mexican marines 
and police surrounded a prison 
dose to the U.S. border after 
police said 18 inmates were killed 
and 10 wounded in fighting be- 
tween rival drug gangs. 

"It was purely internal. When 
tensions calm and we establish 
internal control, we will go after 
those responsible for the kill- 
ings,” State Judicial Police 
spokesman Noc Hinojosa told 
reporters. 

A force of 200 Mexican 
Marines was joined by special 
anti-riot teams and Federal Judi- 
cial Police units outside the Cere- 
so state prison near a residential 
neighbourhood of Matamoros, 
just across the Rio Grande River 
from Brownsville, Texas. 

Rioting broke out Friday 
evening. 

Polio: said the fighting began 
when OKverio Chavez, a Mexican 
drug baron accused of running a 
multi-million dollar cocaine op- 
eration linked to Colombia’s 
Medellin cartel from his prison 
cell, was shot and seriously in- 
jured by members of a rival drug 
gang. 

They said that Chavez’ hench- 
men retaliated, cornering the 
gang loyal to Matamoros drug 
dealer Juan Garda Abreso in a 
room at the prison and setting fire 
to it. killing the inmates as they 
fled the flames. 


Hinojosa said that Chavez' 
henchmen bad won the battle 
between the rival gangs. "You 
can’t think anything else about 
it,” he said. 

Matamoros police chief Oswal- 
do Fouizan Marquez said he had 
received reports that Chavez. 30, 
had been shot in the head, back 
and stomach, but this could not 
be con finned. 

Police brought the bodies of 
the 18 dead prisoners out of the 
jail during the night. 

State rural police officer GiV- 
berto Guerra told reporters a 
search of the prison three weeks 
ago turned up no firearms and 
few weapons of any sort. 

"They must have had them 
buried underground,” he said. 

The attorney-general’s office in 
Mexico City announced last 
month that Chavez had had bun- 
dles of cash smuggled into bis 
prison ceil to build up a huge drug 
trafficking operation. 

Ten of his underlings, caught as 
they tried to smuggle 700 kilog- 
rammes of cocaine by plane into 
southern Mexico from Colombia, 
identified Qiavez as their boss, 
the authorities said. 

"If he had so much money and 
influence in the jail, there is no 
doubt he could have got bold a 
telephone (to run the opera- 
tion),” a police officer said at the 
time. 


Albanian president appeals 

for end to general strike 


VIENNA (R) — Albania’s Com- 
munist president, Ramiz Alia, 
has appealed to workers to end a 
genera] strike which has para- 
lysed the country’s factories and 
transport network for three days. 

"I appeal to all to return to 
work as the sole possibility to 
save the country and ourselves 
from the fatality of failure.” Aha 
said in an address carried by the 
Albanian News Agency (ATA)). 

Alia made his appeal after tens 
of thousands of strikers and their 
supporters marched through the 
capital Tirana, chanting anti -gov- 
ernment slogans. 

Saturday, a normal working 
day in Albania strike called by 
the independent trade union fed- 
eration to press economic and 
political demands. 

The federation is calling for 
wage increases of 50 to 100 per 
cent for msot workers and a full 
investigation into the killing of 
four Democratic Party activists 
during unrest in the northern 


town of Shkober on April 2. 

ATA said marchers chanted 
“respect our work and toil” and 
“bring the Shkoder killers to 
court” and were cheered by 
onlookers from windows and bal- 
conies. 

Alia, who failed to persuade 
strike leaders to end the protest 
when he met them Thursday, said 
he believed their economic de- 
mands were legitimate. But he 
said Albania's economy — the 
poorest in Europe — could not 
sustain the loss in production 
brought by a strike. 

Albania, a tiny state of three 
million people, has been swept by 
political and social unrest as it 
emerges from nearly half a cen- 
tury of Stalinist isolation. 

Alia said the only way to 
achieve a solution was through 
dialogue and stressed the need to 
avoid more violence. 

“We have drawn tragic lessons 
from the recent social tensions,” j 
be said. j 


ing on condition of anonymity. 

The requested aid does not 
include $1.4 billion Bangladesh 
needs for emergency relief and 
rehabilitation for the estimated 8 
million survivors of the April 30 
cyclone along the southeastern 
and southern coast. At least 
139,000 people were tailed in that 
storm. 

So far, Bangladesh has re- 
ceived $341 million in interna- 
tional relief aid. 

On Saturday, Information 
Secretary Manzoor-E-Mowla said 
the flood situation was likely to 
improve unless more rains lash 
die areas in the coming weeks. 

Animal monsoons in July and 
August usually bring widespread 
flooding, as foe two major river 
basins of foe Ganges and the 
Brahmaputra swell with water 
rolling down from foe Himalayas 
via neighbouring India. 

Haiti’s 

president 

ends first 
1 00 days 
in office. 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (R) 
— Haiti's president, Jean Ber- 
trand Aristide, completed his first 
100 days in office with his popu- 
larity intact and attempts to end 
widespread violence in the coun- 
try increasingly successful. 

But die 37-year-old former 
priest, who took office on Feb. 7, 
has been able to do little to 
improve the lot of bis people, foe 
poorest in the western hemis- 
phere. 

Business leaders have been 
growing increasingly frustrated by 
foe lack of a comprehensive eco- 
nomic plan. 

"Aristide is sitting on top of a 
volcano,” said Ronald Chenet. 
an insurance agency owner. "He 
most address conflicting con- 
cerns, those of foe people and 
those of the very rich.** 

But Aristide appears to be hav- 
ing considerable success in break- 
ing the power of the feared Ton- 
ton Maooutes, paramilitary forces 
created by Francois "Papa Doc” 
Duvalier who terrorised the 
populace from the start of the 
Duvalier regime in 1957. 

Aristide’s principal campaign 
promise was to bring the Maco- 
utes’ reign to an end and wipe 
out foe vestiges of foe tong Duva- 
lier era, which ended in February 
1986 when Duvalier’s son, Jean- 
Claode, fled the country. 

Until Aristide's election, 
however, Duvalier supporters 
continued to rule, and the roots 
of foe economic and social system 
planted by the dictator remain 
solid. 

When the government asked 
the handful of wealthy business- 
men who control rice, cement 
and sugar imports to lower their 
prices, they were instead raised. 

The bloated , Du valier-struc- 
tured government Aristide inher- 
ited continues by its very exist- 
ence to thwart reform. 

“It was never meant to serve 
foe people.” said Claudette Wer- 
leigh, one of Aristide's inner cir- 
cle of advisers, "on a daily basis 
we are faced with a huge appar- 
atus whose main function was to 
enrich government officials or to 
reward political friends or 
family.” 

Bureaucratic salaries eat up 
more than 90 per cent of the 
budget. 


-rians and military officials and 
even discussing NATO's review 
of its military strategy with foe 
alliance’s former foes. 

France, which resents U.S. 
leadership of the alliance and is 
not a member of NATO’s milit- 
ary structure, does not want to 
see that alliance's role expanded 
beyond its traditional role of safe- 
guarding the West’s security. 

But it has won qualified sup- 
port from some other European 
NATO members worried that the 
fledgling CSCE, which includes 
North America with all European 
states except Albania, could be 
weakened if NATO takes on too 
much. 

"The point about CSCE is that 
it includes foe Soviets.” said one 
NATO diplomat. "Moscow is still 
suspicious about NATO in some 
ways and we don’t want to make 
foe Soviets feel they are being 
isolated or treated differently in 
any way.” 

The 34 foreign ministers of foe 
CSCE nations meet in Berlin in 
June, when they are expected to 
give more concrete shape to what 
is now little more than a set of 
declarations on human, rights and 
the rights of nations. 


Roh draws 
up package 
to end 
protests 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo, trying 
to end nearly a month of political 
and social turmoil, faces a week 
of tough decisions which could 
include freeing top dissidents and 
firing his dose confidant. Premier 
Ro Jai-Bong. 

Roh and his aides were draw- 
ing up a policy package Sunday to 
win foe support of the country's 
large and politically dominant 
middle class who are increasingly 
questioning Roh’s leadership, 
government sources said. 

Political commentators say 
that, although the past few weeks 
have seen hundreds of thousands 
of anti-government demonstra- 
tors pour into the streets, Roh 
could take the nation back to 
normality with a quick fix of 
political and economic reforms. 

They said the current turmoil 
was different from mass protests 
in 1987 that forces strongman 
President Chun Doo Hwan to 
give up power. 

"The quiet majority ... do not 
want current demonstrations to 
be pushed to an extreme situa- 
tion,’’ the national daily Hankuk 
nbo said. 

"(Roh) has room to turn the 
| situation around by reshuffling 
foe cabinet and promoting other 
convincing measures furthering 
democracy,” it said. 

The April 26 beating to death 
by police of student activist Kang 
Kynng-Dae provided a rallying 
point for fractious student, work- 
er and dissident groups and trans- 
formed their moribund activities 
into the strongest challenge to foe 
government in four years. 

The protests reached a new 
climax Saturday, the 11th 
anniversary of a popular revolt in 
foe southern city of Kwangju 
against martial law authorities. 
Troops brutally crushed the re- 
volt at the cost of hundreds of 
lives. 


Croatians 
vote on 

independence 
amid crisis 

ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — 
The Republic of Croatia began 
voting Sunday in an independ- 
ence referendum that could de- 
ride if it remains in crisis-tom 
Yugoslavia. 

The first of more than 3.6 
million registered voters turned 
out in heavy rain to vote whether 
Croatia remains part of the 
Yugoslav Federation or becomes 
a sovereign state in a looser 
alliance of foe country's repub- 
lics. 

Voting started at 7 a.m. (0500 
GMT) and Croatian officials said 
they expected up to 80 per cent of 
voters to cast their ballots in 
favour of sovereignty. 

The poll took place amid a 
constitutional crisis which has left 
Yugoslavia for four days without 
a president or armed forces com- 
mander-in-chief because of rival- 
ry among the' . six Yugoslav re- 
publics. 

Croatia and neighbouring 
Slovenia want the Balkan Federa- 
tion transformed into an alliance 
of sovereign states, saying they 
will secede otherwise. 

Croatia's historical arch-rival, 
Serbia, advocates a cenrraJJy- 
ruled federation and is backed by 
tiny Montenegro. 

They blocked foe election of 
Stipe Mesic, a Croat, as president 
last week, saying he would break 
up Yugoslavia. 

Croatia's referendum was like- 
ly to further strain relations be- 
tween Croats and the republic's 
600,000 „ Serbian minority. Serbs 


3 Indian party leaders 
are confident of poll win 


NEW DELHI (R) — Three men 
say they are confident of being 
able to form the next government 
of the world's most populous 
democracy after Indian elections. 

A fourth, sure that no party 
will win a majority, sees himself 
as the likely kingmaker or even a 
compromise prime minister. 

The four men wooing India's 
514 million voters in the May 20, 
23 and 26 election are: 

Rajiv Gandhi: The reluctant 
politician who led the Congress 
Party to its second defeat since 
India won independence from 
Britain in 1947. Grandson of 
Jawaharial Nehru, India's first 
prime minister, the airline pilot 
entered politics on the death of 
his younger brother Sanjay in 
1980 under pressure from bis 
mother. Prune Minister Indira 
Gandhi, Nehru’s daughter. 

He succeeded her hours after she 
was assassinated in October 1984. 
Promising to lead India info the 
21st century, he won a landslide 
victory in elections that De- 
cember. 

He later became mired in 
charges of corruption and ineffi- 
ciency and Congress lost its 
majority in November 1989. In 
opposition, it helped bring down 
one minority government a year 
later and backed another, under 
Prime Minister Chandra 
Sbekbar. 

Gandhi confessed he was taken 
by surprise when Shekhar quit in 
March to force the election. 
Powerful regional Congress bos- 
ses will threaten Gandhi's lead- 
ership if he foils at the polls. 

Gandhi, 46, has sought to 
shrug off both foe pro- rich image 
that helped defeat him in 1989 
and the sluggish image be ac- 


in Croatia held their own referen- quired in opposition. His Italian 


dum last Sunday and voted over- 
whelmingly to stay in Yugoslavia 
and join Serbia. 

Croatia is Yugoslavia's second 
biggest republic and has a popula- 
tion of 4.5 million. It is one of foe 
more prosperous and is relatively 
westernised. 

Meanwhile an ethnic Albanian 
was shot dead and two policemen 
were wounded Saturday in 
Yugoslavia’s mainly Albanian- 
populated Kosovo province. Tan- 
jug news agency said. 


wife Sonia has tried hard to iden- 
tify with Indian culture. 

Lai Krisfaao Advam'r Likely 
prime ministerial candidate of the 
right-wing, Hindu revivalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
which has surged late in foe cam- 
paign. Few outside its ranks see it 
winning a majority, but not for 
want of skiifull efforts by Advani 
to project it as India's party of 
salvation. 

Advani, a dean-living, avuncu- 
lar 63-year-old, is a lawyer who 


puts BJP policy across per- 
suasively to foe outside world and 
to moderate urban voters. He can 
also strike up an instant rapport 
with crowds of Hindi-speaking 
villagers. 

He hopes the BJP will ride to 
victory on a wave of Hindu emo- 
tion over the site of a 16th cen- 
tury mosque in the northern town 
of Ayodhya. Advani courted 
arrest last year by marching to 
claim the ate, which be says is the 
birthplace of the Hindu god 
Lord Rama. His protest helped 
bring down the government of: 

Vishwanath Pratap Singh: 
creator of an anti-Congress 
alliance that took power as a 
minority government with out- 
ride support from the BJP and 
Communists in December 1989. 

Singh had quit Congress after 
launching an anti-corruption 
drive as Gandhi's minis- 

ter. Hailed by Indian media as 
“Mr. dean,” Singh lasted just 11 
months as prime minister, a job 
be had always insisted he did not 
want 

In August 1990 he suddenly 
decided to implement a 10-year- 
old plan to raise the proportion of 
government jobs reserved for tow - 
castes in the Hindu hierarchy to 
nearly 50 per cent. 

Chandra Shekhar: Became' 
prime minister, a job be had 
openly coveted, after splitting 
Singh’s Janata Dal and winning 
Congress support last November. 

The committed Socialist, with 
his strong country accent and his 
friends of shady character, was 
widely despised when he took 
power leading just 10 per cent of 
the S45-seat parliament. 

He transformed his image as he 
tackled major issues with a style 
all of his own. Congress kept 
blocking him. Shekhar, ever 
forthright and approachable, 
rarely flustered, kept winning 
fans. Even his statement that a 
man with a criminal record was 
still a friend impressed the chic as 
refreshingly down-to-Earth. 

Shekhar, 64, has no chance of 
winning power plone. He hopes 
to win enough seats to make him 
power broker — or even com- 
promise prime minister — in a 
hong parliament. 



U.S. hopes Soviet envoy’s visit 
will resolve arms pact issues 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
officials are hoping that talks 
starting in Washington Monday 
with foe top Soviet Military of Beer 
will resolve foe final dispute hold- 
ing up an historic conventional 
arms treaty. 

Agreement on implementation 
of foe C onve ntional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) pact, signed by 
leaders of 22 countries in Paris 
last November, is tan tali singly 
dose, they said. 

But senior offiriais said there 
was no guarantee that the talks 
between General Mikhail 
Moiseyev, chief of the Soviet 
general staff, and U.S. Under- 
secretary of State Reginald 
Bartholomew would clinch the 
deal. 

Matters hinging on the talks 
indude a superpower summit and 
foe long-delayed Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty (START). 

Th e dispute holding up the 
CFE treaty is over a class of 
weapons which Moscow says are 
exempt from destruction but 
Washington says should be scrap- 
ped under the pact. 


It requires the Soviet Union to 
surrender its overwhelming 
advantage over foe West in con- 
ventional arms, especially tanks, 
armoured personnel carriers and 
artillery. 

If the dispute can be settled 
Monday, or Tuesday when 
Moiseyev is expected to meet 
General Colin Powell, chairman 
of foe Joint Chiefs of Staff, U.S. 
officials say there could be an 
arms control summit m Moscow 
in late June or early Joly. 

If there is a summit, a major 
focus will be signing the START 
treaty — dela yed, at least in part, 
by the CFE impasse. 

The officials said that negotia- 
tions on START in Geneva had 
regained momentum and moved 
into what one called "the real 
final endgame.” 

The talks "are picking up some 
speed,” an official said. "The 
Soviets returned to Geneva with 
a lot of new ideas on tech nical 
issues ... so that if CFE gets 
unstuck it is now considered 
possible to w rap up START.” 

If the CFE dispute drags on. 


officials say Bush and Gorbachev 
will meet elsewhere, perhaps on 
the sidelines of the economic 
summit of foe seven leading in- 
dustrialised democracies in Lon- 
don in July. 

Despite hints that Moiseyev 
would not come to Washington 
empty-handed, Moscow is not 
known to have made specific new 
proposals. The U.S. officials said 
they were divided about what to 
expect from his visit. 

Because of a balancing act pur- 
sued by Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev between con- 
servatives and reformists at 
home, “you never know until 
they (Soviet officials) come to foe 
table what they are going to be 
doing," one senior official said. 

“I think President Bush and 
Secretary of State (James) Baker 
believe they have given enough 
openings and enough cover so 
Gorbachev can work tins out if he 
so chooses,” he said. 

Moiseyev’s visit is especially 
significant because he represents 
foe military. 


New Canadian party rises to national prominence 


CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
The Reform Party of Canada, 
once considered a fringe move- 
ment, is marching west across the 
prairies, swelling its ranks and 
developing into a national politic- 
al force. 

The party was founded 3 Vi 
years ago on the slogan “the west 
wants in,” reflecting the region's 
longtime belief chat it is treated 
like a backwater by Ontario, foe 
nation's heartland. 

But now the reformers want to 
attract supporters from other re- 
gions. They have a vision of a 
new Canada — and it does not 
necessarily include French-speak- 
ing Quebec. 

The Reform Party’s rapid 
growth has jolted the traditional 
political parries and raised foe 
possibility that it could win sub- 
stantial power in parliament. 

The party has leapt to 26 per 
cent in national polls, ahead of 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney's 
Conservatives, who have just 14 
per cent. But the reformers still 
trail foe Liberals, who have 32 
per cent, and foe New Democra- 
tic Party at 26 per cent. 

Leading this onslaught is a 
mild-mannered 48-year-otd 
Alberta, business consultant 
named Preston Manning, foe son 
of a former Alberta- premier. 

Manning, with his nasal twang 
.and cackling laugh, seems the 
very antithesis of the professional 
politician. 


“We’ve been hammering away 
at three themes — constitutional, 
fiscal and parliamentary reform,” 
he said during an interview at his 
office in downtown Calgary. 

His party would, among other 
things, replace foe senate — now 
appointed by foe prime minister 
and his government — with an 
elected one. This would give each 
province equal representation, as 
in foe United States, to offset the 
population-based representation 
of foe House of Commons. 

The Reform Party says it also 
would ensure that all of foe pro- 
vinces are treated the same, and 
do something about what it see as 
runaway federal spending. 

Some say foe party is a right- 
wing group with racist under- . 
tones, but it is drawing enthusias- 
tic followers from all three main- 
stream parties. 

“There are, of course, fringe 
people." acknowledged Man- 
ning, an economist and Evange- 
lical Christian. "There are ex- 
tremists, there are single-issue 
people. 

“Our greatest protection 
against them is just growth itself. 
The bigger we get, the more 
people we attract, foe more that 
moderates.” 

Barry Cooper, a political scien- 
tist at the University of Calgary, 
said the growth of the reform 
party is "a very good measure of I 
discontent.” 

“They will take quite a few 


seats in the next federal elec- 
tion,” he said. Muhroney must 
call an election before November 
1993. The Progressive Conserva- 
tives now hold 159 seats in the 
House of Commons, but the 
popularity of Mulroney's govern- 
ment has plunged. The Liberals 
have 81 seats, the New Demo- 
crats 44 and smaller parties 11 — 
including one for the reformers. 

According to reformers, the 
government in Ottawa is para- 
lysed by Quebec’s constitutional 
demands. 

"Die line from foe Feds is that, 
yes, western concerns are impor- 
tant, but after we get all this other 
stuff settled," said Stephen Har- 
per, foe party's chief policy offic- 
er. “What they are saying is that 
it isn’t important.” 

Historically, the west has felt 
left out. When originally admit- 
ted into the confederation, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Man- 
itoba were not even allowed con- 
trol over their own natural re- 
sources. 

The working federal economic 
philosophy was that foe Canadian 
hinterland was to provide raw 
materials and a captive market 
for central Canada. 

Westerners have always re- 
sented that. They also resent 
Quebec demanding special pri- _ 
vileges. 

The province wants constitu- 
tional changes that would recog- 
nise foe French-speaking pro- 


vince as a distinct society and give 
it greater powers, including con- 
trol of immigration. Barring that, 
Quebec says it will bold a referen- 
dum on sovereignty. 

Much of English-speaking 
Canada believes Quebec should 
not have more power than the 
other provinces. 

Manning rejects the political 
definition of Canada as a part- 
nership of two founding nations 
— English and French. He also 
opposes official bilingualism — 
the official language of Quebec is 
French. 

“I think new Canada would 
have to be defined in a way that's 
viable with or without Quebec,” 
he said. 

At its four-day convention 
month in Saskatoon, Saskatch- 
ewan, the Reform Party voted to 
expand from its western base into 
populous Ontario and even farth- 
er afield to the maritime pro- 
vinces. 

As a measure of the party’s 
success even Mulroney has felt 
compelled to attack it. He did so 
by linking it to Quebec’s separat- 
ists. 

“Perhaps some well-inten- 
tioned reformers do not realise 
it, but foe common ground be- 
tween Quebec separatists and 
. foe leaders of foe Reform Party is 
that the road to success runs 
straight through the failure of 
Canada,” he said in a speech m 
Calgary last month. 


Queen Elizabeth 
takes sea breather 


MIAMI (R) — The royal yaxfot ; 
Britannia became a slow boat to , - ' 
Tampa on the weekend, 
Queen Elizabeth headed forThe^. 
Guff of Mexico coastline at y1a£?:y 
ter a hectic visit to Miami. The.- ; - 
Bri tannia, accompanied by'tte:. 
Royal Navy frigate Ambuscade^: , 
s teamed out of Miami around-; 
midnight Friday on its way 'to ... 
Tampa, the financial and business '- 
centre where the queenwere- 
schednled to arrive 'Monday: She 
and her busband. Prince Phi!ip ?r r : 
hosted an on-board dumar party 
for 50 Friday which was attended' r.. 
by former Presidents Gerald- , 
Ford, Ronald' Reagan and foar 1 . 
spouses aqd which was followed ?> 
by a reception for some 200 not- 
ables. On :Safnrday afternoon, *• 
the Britannia put into Fort Jeffery'- 
son. a national park m the-Iargdy : 
inaccessible eight-island dry iun~- 
tnga- chain*. about 120 kilometres 
west of foe southern tip of Flot- ' ' 
ida. - • •• 

U.S. seeks transplant ^ 
recipients from AIDS 
carrier 


WASHINGTON (R) The 
U.S. government is tracking 
down transplanted organs arid- 
tissues taken from a dead Virgi- 
nia man with AIDS that have 
already killed three people and 
may have infected dozens of 
others in 16 states.' Four organs, 
53 tissue grafts and two corneas 
were taken from the man in Octo-“ 
ber 1985 and later transplanted 
into others, government officials 
said. The man, a 22-year-old 
from Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
died from a gunshot Wound to die. 
head during a robbery. Tire case ' 
is tiie first in tbe United States in 
which a large number of rea- 
pients of human tissue transplants' 
have been placed at risk of ao- 

2 uired immune deficiency syn-. 

rome (AIDS) by a single donor. 
It is the third in the country in 
which recipients of transplanted 
organs are known to have be-, 
come infected with the AIDS 
virus, officials said. 

Viking ship sets 
sail for raid on 
America 

REKEFJORD, NORWAY (AP) 
— Viking ships set sail from 
Norway’s west coast from a raid 
on America led -by glory-starved 
Norsemen with an axe to grind 
about slights -to their ancestor 
Leif .Ericsson. Norwegians and 
Icelanders have fumed for centur- 
ies about Christopher Columbus 
stealing the credit from their fore- 
father. Ericsson for discovering 
the new world. "Probably 99 per 
cent of all Americans know about 
' Columbus. Maybe 10 per cent are 
aware that Leif Ericsson arrived 
first,” said Henrick Nissen-Lie, a 
spokesman for the expedition, 
called “Vinland revisited.” Erics- 
son, the Iceland-born son of a 
Norwegian Viking, named the 
land be discovered “VinaJand” 
and set up a colony, according to 
norse sagas. Under bright, sunny 
skies on Norway's Constitution 
Day, flag-waving crowds cheered 
and an armada of pleasure boats 
escorted the sinisteriy beautiful 
22-metre (72-foot) Viking 
longships with carved wooden 
dragonheads on their prows as 
they sailed out of Bergen Fjord. 
The three longships, with a main- 
ly Norwegian and Icelandic crew 
totalling about 20, intend to. 
prowl the east coast of North 
America as the new world gears 
up for foe 500th anniversary of 
Columbus' arrival in .what is now 
Cuba and the Dominican Rer 
public. 

Mahler's 10th 
Symphony going 
home to Vienna 

LONDON (AP) — The draft 
manuscript of, most of. Gustav 
Mahler’s 10th Symphony has 
been sold privately for an undis- 
closed sum and will be reunited 
with its other parts in the Au- 
strian National Library in Vien- 
na, Sotheby's auction house said. 
The 108-page manuscript carried 
a presale estimate of £350,000 to 
£400,000 ($595,000 to $680,000). 
But the auction house said it had’ 
allowed foe private sale from the 
unidentified owner to the Gustav 
Mahler and 21st Century. Asse- 
rtion, a private foundation. The 
association said it had bought the 
manuscript for the library in Vhsf 
na. “We only withdraw lots in 
exceptional cases, usually when 
they can go to their country or 
ongui." said Sotheby's spokes-, 
woman D’Este Bond. The 10th 
Symphony was composed but not - 
folly completed when Mahler 
knew he was dying and losing his 
Alma to .architect Walter 
Gropius. They married ' after 
Mahler died in Vienna in 1911- 
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